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Political Science and Public Administration Journal

Ubon Ratchathani University

Purpose and objective

The Political Science and Public Administration Journal Ubon
Ratchathani University is an academic journal in the fields of social
sciences and humanities, published biannually. Its objectives are to
disseminate knowledge on political science and public administration,
encompassing various dimensions such as politics, security, international
relations, economic cooperation, business, philosophy, society, law,
religious and ethnic identities, communication, languages, history, culture,
literature, local communities, environment, management, and
governance. The aim is to foster and strive for academic excellence.

The editorial board is well aware that working on an academic
journal is a challenging task requiring dedication and perseverance. It also
aims to serve as a platform for intellectual cooperation among scholars
from various institutions, helping each other produce work that, once
published in the journal, is recognized for its quality in the academic
community, significantly benefiting the status of knowledge in political
science, public administration, and related areas of humanities and social

sciences.
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Therefore, the articles published in The Political Science and
Public Administration Journal include research and studies from various
perspectives and analytical levels, from students of all levels, faculty
members, and scholars from both domestic and international institutions,
in Thai. This diversity aims to accommodate the rapid social changes

occurring.
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Editorial

This issue brings together a collection of scholarly articles that
share a commmon analytical concern: the use of cinema and cultural spaces
as lenses through which to examine power relations, human rights, and
politics in contemporary societies. Rather than treating films merely as
forms of entertainment, the contributions in this issue approach cinema
as a political text—one that reflects, interrogates, and challenges
structures of power, inequality, and dominant normative orders.

At the theoretical level, the articles demonstrate that cinema can
function as a “cultural public sphere” in which issues of human rights,
women’s rights, citizenship, justice, and power are articulated and
contested in ways that are often more accessible and experientially
grounded than the abstract language of law or public policy. Film analysis,
therefore, is not limited to interpreting narrative content alone, but
extends to reading social structures, power relations, and discourses
reproduced through images, sound, characters, and modes of storytelling.

The articles examining Hidden Figures and Selma illuminate
dynamics of oppression, discrimination, and struggles for rights within
Western democratic contexts. In particular, they foreground the roles of
women, African Americans, and ordinary citizens in challenging power
structures that formally espouse equality while perpetuating inequality in

practice. Meanwhile, the analysis of Gangubai Kathiawadi highlights the



o

NIASansuargUsEAmAauREans univendeauasIvsiil xi

politics of gender and class in Indian society, portraying the struggle of
marginalized women who transform from victims into agents capable of
negotiating power within deeply oppressive social structures.

From another perspective, the articles analyzing Maharaja and
The Undertaker broaden the study of politics by examining the
interconnections between power, faith, religion, and ritual. These
contributions reveal that justice, legitimacy, and the governance of life and
death are not confined to modern state institutions or legal systems, but
are embedded in beliefs, rituals, and everyday practices in subtle yet
powerful ways. At the same time, the article on beauty pageants in Thai
society reflects on symbolic power, soft power, and the constraints placed
on women’s political expression within public arenas that are often
perceived as “apolitical.”

Taken together, the articles in this issue advance a central
argument: politics is not limited to state institutions, political parties, or
electoral processes. Rather, it is dispersed across cultural spaces—films,
rituals, narratives, and symbolic performances. Studying politics through
cultural media thus opens new perspectives for understanding power,
human rights, and social conflict, particularly in an era in which politics is

increasingly intertwined with emotions, identities, and lived experiences.

The Editorial Board hopes that this issue will contribute to

expanding the horizons of political science and public administration
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beyond institutional analysis, toward a deeper engagement with politics in
everyday life. It is our aspiration that these articles will stimulate further
scholarly debate on the roles of culture, media, and the arts in
reproducing, negotiating, or challenging structures of power and inequality

in contemporary societies.

With respect,
Dr. Kittipong Pearnpitak
Editor
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The Politics of Beauty Pageants:
Their Role in Promoting Human Rights and Political Values

in Thai Society

Patchyanee Meesri®

Supattra Prajanphon4

Abstract

This article aims to analyze the role of beauty pageants in Thai
society as political spaces that contribute to the promotion of human
rights, the construction of identity, and the transformation of political
values. The study examines the historical development of beauty
pageants in Thailand from the post-1932 political transition to the
present, employing theoretical frameworks of human rights, identity, and
power.

Using a qualitative approach, the article is based on document
analysis, theoretical literature, and selected case studies from national
and international beauty pageant platforms, particularly Miss Universe

Thailand. The analysis focuses on how contestants exercise symbolic

* Independent Scholar

% Independent Scholar
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power and soft power to communicate social concerns related to
women’s rights, equality, and contemporary social issues.

The findings indicate that beauty pageants are not merely
entertainment events or platforms for physical beauty contests. Rather,
they function as public arenas that enable women to express political
ideas, construct social and political identities, and participate in the
promotion of human rights discourse in Thai society. Nevertheless, these
platforms remain constrained by institutional power structures, formal
regulations, and societal expectations of political neutrality, reflecting the
complex relationship between beauty, power, and politics in

contemporary society.

Keywords: beauty pageants, human rights, identity, power, political
values
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Power, Faith, and Justice:

An Analysis of Selected Political Ideas in the Filmm Maharaja

Sattawat Boonprasop3

Surapong ChangthamL1

Abstract

This article aims to analyze the significant political ideas
presented in the film Maharaja, focusing on the concepts of power, faith,
and justice, which are central to the narrative and character
development. The study employs theoretical frameworks from political
science, including Max Weber and Michel Foucault's theories of power
and legitimacy, Antonio Gramsci's cultural hegemony, and the theories of
justice proposed by John Rawls and Aristotle. The analysis reveals that
the film not only recounts a historical narrative but also reflects and
critiques political ideas that can be applied to contemporary social and
political contexts. Furthermore, the article explores how the concepts
presented in the film can be utilized as a framework for analyzing and

addressing current political issues.

* Independent Scholar

% Independent Scholar
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. NNEUASAULNATD

Political Folklore and Religious Rituals:
An Analysis of the Relationship between the State, Religion, and

Power in the Film The Undertaker

Kittiphop Kaewsuwan?

Abstract

This article aims to analyze the relationship between the state,
religion, and power through the representation of death rituals in the
film The Undertaker. Employing the frameworks of Political Folklore and

Michel Foucault’s concept of biopower, the study examines how

2 Master’s Degree Student in Political Science, Faculty of Social Sciences,

Naresuan University
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religious rituals function as mechanisms for social regulation and the
legitimation of state authority in Thai society.

Using a qualitative approach, the article is based on textual
analysis of the film alongside a review of academic literature in folklore
studies, anthropology, and power theory. The analysis focuses on the
roles of the undertaker, temples, and funerals as institutional
mechanisms through which the state and religion jointly manage life and
death. Key issues examined include the moral classification of death,
ritual practices surrounding corpse management, the reinforcement of
family and community norms, and funerals as political spaces.

The findings reveal that death rituals in The Undertaker are not
merely expressions of religious belief but operate as subtle instruments
of power that regulate social order, reinforce moral values, and legitimize
state authority through the governance of life and death. The article
highlights funerary practices as everyday political spaces where power is
embedded and reproduced, offering insights into the complex
entanglement of ritual, religion, and political authority in contemporary

Thai society.

Keywords: political folklore, death rituals, biopower, state and religion,

The Undertaker
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An Analysis of the Representation of Women

in the Film Hidden Figures (2016)
Sasiprapa Whanarrom?

Abstract

This article examines the roles, development, and struggles of
women within a patriarchal social structure as depicted in the film
Hidden Figures (2016). Drawing on feminist theory and human rights
perspectives, the study employs a qualitative research approach based
on a review of relevant academic literature and related online sources.

The findings indicate that the female characters represent
women living in a male-dominated society who face systematic

discrimination based on gender, race, and skin color. While the film’s
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surface narrative portrays their professional work as mathematicians at
the National Aeronautics and Space Administration (NASA), its underlying
narrative reveals structural exclusion and unequal access to
opportunities, particularly for Black women. These forms of
discrimination stem from deeply embedded social prejudices, historical
contexts, and the continual reproduction of patriarchal structures,
constituting significant violations of human dignity and human rights.
Nevertheless, the film also highlights the dynamic nature of
women’s struggles for rights and recognition, suggesting that gender
inequality persists in contemporary societies—even in countries that

claim to uphold democratic values, equality, and freedom.

Keywords: women’s rights, human rights, patriarchy
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An Analysis of the Film Selma:
The Role of Citizenship in Advocating for Human Rights and

Promoting Equality through Social Movements

Apinya Thongda3

Sasikarn Buahom”

Abstract

This article aims to analyze the role of citizens in demanding
human rights and promoting equality through social movements, using
the film Selma as a case study to examine the dynamics of power, civic
participation, and struggles for civil rights in a democratic society. The
film portrays the 1965 voting rights march of African Americans in the
United States under the leadership of Martin Luther King Jr., a critical
turning point in the history of human rights movements.

This study employs a qualitative research approach, combining
textual analysis of the film with a review of relevant academic literature.
The analysis is grounded in human rights theory and social movement

theory to explain the role of citizens, nonviolent protest, collective

* Independent Scholar

% Independent Scholar
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action, and mass mobilization in pressuring political and institutional
change.

The findings reveal that Selma highlights voting rights as a
fundamental democratic right while exposing racial inequality and state
violence used to suppress civic movements. At the same time, the film
emphasizes the power of nonviolent resistance and the significance of
citizen participation in driving social transformation. These themes
demonstrate that the struggle for human rights depicted in Selma
remains highly relevant for understanding contemporary social

movements and ongoing demands for equality in today’s world.
Keywords: human rights, equality, citizenship, social movements
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From Victimhood to Agency:

Gender, Class, and the Politics of Women'’s Rights in Gangubai
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Thitaree Srimanta®

Abstract

This article examines the politics of gender and class in the film
Gangubai Kathiawadi by analyzing the representation of women as
marginalized subjects confronting patriarchal power structures and class-

based inequality in Indian society. Drawing on feminist theory and class
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theory, the study explores how power, oppression, and resistance are
negotiated within spaces where women are systematically silenced and
deprived of dignity.

Employing a qualitative approach, the article combines textual
analysis of the film with a review of scholarly literature on feminism,
human rights, and class relations. The findings reveal that the film
portrays Gangubai’s transformation from a victim of human trafficking
and sexual exploitation into a figure of agency and authority who
actively claims rights for herself and other women in the same
occupation.

The struggle depicted in the film demonstrates that women’s
rights activism extends beyond legal or moral discourse and constitutes a
political confrontation with intersecting structures of gender, class, and
economic power. This article argues that Gangubai Kathiawadi functions
as a cultural and political text that exposes structural violence against
women while challenging the legitimacy of social orders that

systematically marginalize female and subaltern subjects.

Keywords: women’s rights, patriarchy, class, marginalization, gender

politics
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