24 MsEsAMsEAanskaysgUssmaumans unnine duguasusnd

UM 1 avufiay

wWeelildvne?: undwsizdiamnssuneanunisvredeslulsemdlnedie

wuIRANg U FIUTEYVIAY

o o ¢ A ok
AnAtud ety

UNANED

nmsgedvsuededioluussinulymddyignnantedaaoniian

dafinsidenasludsewealne ag19lsiniy nrsdednsuiedesfinateduim
n33UNNTiilaseddne1e q TY1Bamuveussulinunanisiiennsey
L@Ne UNAMLIVINTTININsdTIaLarAIAIaNseUsLAUNST AN L0
Jumaiiseusulevselimunguiinisifienqudyyiussmeu nanfe @es
A & Y A 0@ a v A & AV Y |
donmatiusnaneddudumnaunsavevelussuunanasiavsell wazwin
deadonsanatedudufinal 92a1u15080NSURIAINNYaUSITUVBINANIT
Wonaslanioli? nan1sAnwInudn wnAndyYIUTEALLREnENIsIdenAY
& o a P a P ' & N a P
Wususeinailsadlsaussvaunisdladinelianadeviensswanasuls n1s

Yriuszinanulduaniudsuluniaasegia desdunsaasfaiuseaaina

'
~

wiszdunslidygresgiuiiomsmausslovidiunuingy wuhsaiy

p4 v
[ (Y A a a I~ -]

SUIATINIAINNISEBNAINInsTeAnSuedesidenlilysyuraniveusssy

* 9nsdusymmSgrnans uminendusufu

email: Phakkanan.leong@gmail.com

Received November 1, 2024 ; Revised December 29, 2024 ; Accepted December 30, 2024



o o

NIAIANEIFANARSUAzSEUSEMaUMAnS unInedeauasvell 25
1

o a

QUUNLAY

o)
=2

wsrzldannsasandldinduspuiadiviainnisBusenvesauninlssaay

A5LIDIUULD S

ANEIATY: NSLABNAY, N15TRAVB LAY, dygUsyeiny,

oM IElosiuuleuIvasITalY

Voting Rights for Sell?: A Social Contract Analysis into Thailand’s

Vote-selling Discourse

®ok
Phakkanan Leongpanyawong

Abstract

Vote-selling has been one of the most prominent discourses in
discussions surrounding elections in Thailand. However, this discourse
has become integrated into the political strategies of various groups
seeking to justify election outcomes. This article seeks to examine and
question whether vote-selling can be considered acceptable within the
framework of social contract theory, specifically by addressing two
fundamental questions: Can votes be sold within a free market system?

If votes are regarded as a form of commodity, can we still regard

** Lecturer, Faculty of Political Science, Ramkhamhaeng University

Email: Phakkanan.leong@gmail.com



26 MsEsAMESEAansLaysgUsEmaumans unnine duguasusnd

UM 1 avufiay

election outcomes as legitimate? The answers lie in the interpretation of
civilian voting rights as a bond between the political community and its
members. When individuals treat wvoting rights as a marketable
commodity, they use the social contract to further personal benefit,
effectively rendering that contract void. Consequently, a government
formed through an election influenced by vote-selling cannot be
considered legitimate, as the electoral process lacks the essential

element of civil consent necessary for a truly justified government.

Keywords: elections, vote-selling, social contract,

political theory and public policy
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