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Abstract 

Wildlife conservation in Thailand has become a critical issue due to the country’s rich 

biodiversity and the threats posed by human activity. Thailand, known for its diverse 

ecosystems, is home to a wide variety of species, many of which are endangered or at risk of 

extinction. These species face threats from habitat destruction, illegal hunting, poaching, and 

the encroachment of urban development. The Thai government, alongside non-governmental 

organizations (NGOs), has made significant efforts to address these challenges through the 

establishment of national parks, wildlife sanctuaries, and legislation aimed at protecting 

endangered species. However, enforcement of these laws remains inconsistent, and illegal 

wildlife trade continues to thrive. Conservation initiatives have focused on key species such 

as elephants, tigers, and rhinoceros, which hold both cultural and ecological significance in 

the country. These efforts involve a combination of in-situ conservation, which protects 

species in their natural habitats, and ex-situ conservation, such as breeding programs and 

wildlife rehabilitation centers. Additionally, Thailand has taken steps to raise awareness about 

wildlife conservation, with public education campaigns aimed at reducing human-wildlife 

conflict and promoting sustainable practices.Despite the progress made, significant 

challenges remain, including the need for better law enforcement, community involvement, 

and international cooperation to combat wildlife trafficking. This essay explores the current 

state of wildlife conservation in Thailand, the initiatives in place to protect endangered 

species, and the ongoing efforts required to ensure the preservation of Thailand’s unique 

wildlife for future generations. 
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Introduction  

 Wildlife is essential to our planet for many reasons. It forms the foundation of Earth's 

ecosystems, playing a major role in maintaining ecological balance. Every species, no matter 

how small, has a specific purpose and contributes to the health and stabil ity of their 

environment. This interconnectedness helps regulate processes such as pollination, seed 

dispersal, and nutrient cycling, all of which are vital for the survival of plants and other 

organisms. Moreover, wildlife provides us with numerous resources and benefits. From the 

raw materials used in industries to the inspiration for medical advancements, the natural 

world offers immense value. Additionally, wildlife holds significant cultural, spiritual, and 

recreational importance for many people, enriching our lives and fostering a deeper 

connection with nature. Protecting wildlife goes beyond preserving individual species; it's 

about safeguarding the delicate web of life that sustains us all. Recognizing the significance 

of wildlife paves the way for a more balanced and enduring future for humanity and the 

environment. In this essay, we will explore the history and current status of wildlife in 

Thailand and the conservation projects that are being undertaken to help wildlife thrive. 
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National Parks and Wildlife Sanctuaries in Thailand 

 Thailand boasts a vast network of national parks and wildlife sanctuaries, each 

offering unique natural beauty and biodiversity. Here are some notable ones 

National Parks:  

 1. Khao Yai National Park: Thailand's first national park, known for its waterfalls, 

wildlife, and hiking trails.  

 2. Doi Inthanon National Park: Home to the highest mountain in Thailand, featuring 

lush forests and stunning viewpoints.  

 3. Kaeng Krachan National Park: The largest national park in Thai land, offering 

diverse wildlife and low tourist traffic.  

 4. Erawan National Park: Famous for its picturesque Erawan Falls, a popular 

destination for tourists.  

 5. Similan Islands National Park: Renowned for its crystal-clear waters, coral reefs, 

and excellent diving sites.  

 6. Ao Phang-Nga National Park: Known for the iconic James Bond Island and 

beautiful canoeing routes. 

Wildlife Sanctuaries  

 1. Khao Sok Wildlife Sanctuary: A haven for tropical forests and wildlife, located near 

Phuket and Krabi.  

 2. Kui Buri Wildlife Sanctuary: Offers excellent opportunities for elephant sightings 

and other wildlife watching 

 3. Huai Kha Khaeng Wildlife Sanctuary: A UNESCO World Heritage Site, known for 

its rich biodiversity and conservation efforts.  

 These protected areas play a crucial role in conserving Thailand's rich biodiversity and 

providing habitats for numerous endangered species. They also offer visitors the chance to 

experience the country's natural beauty and learn about its unique ecosystems.  

 1.Biodiversity in Thailand  

 Thailand is a treasure trove of biodiversity, boasting a wide array of ecosystems 

ranging from dense rainforests and mangroves to coral reefs and mountainous regions. This 

rich tapestry of habitats is home to an astonishing variety of flora and fauna, including many 

species endemic to the region.  

 Thailand's biodiversity is not only a source of natural beauty but also a critical 

component of the nation's ecological health. Vital to human well-being, these ecosystems 

offer indispensable services like water purification, climate regulation, and soil fertility. 

Additionally, Thailand's biodiversity holds cultural significance, underpinning many 

traditional practices and livelihoods.   

 However, this biological wealth faces significant threats, including habitat destruction, 

climate change, and illegal wildlife trade. - Among the 264 mammal species: - 3 critically 

endangered.- 11 endangered - 24 vulnerable - 2 near-threatened - 1 extinct  

 Efforts to conserve Thailand's biodiversity are crucial to ensuring the survival of these 

precious ecosystems and the countless species they support.  
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 Decline in Wildlife Population: (i) Asian Elephants The elephant population in 

Thailand has faced a sharp decline, dropping from over 100,000 in the early 20th century to 

between 3,000 and 4,000 today. This decline is largely due to habitat destruction, poaching, 

and human encroachment. The COVID-19 pandemic exacerbated the situation by causing the 

collapse of tourism, which led to financial struggles for elephant sanctuaries and parks, 

forcing many mahouts to take their elephants back to their home villages. Despite ongoing 

conservation efforts, continued support is critical to ensure the survival and well -being of 

Thailand's elephants.  

 2.Indo-Chinese Tigers  

 The Indochinese tiger population in Thailand has drastically declined due to habitat 

loss, poaching, and prey depletion. Once widespread across Southeast Asia, these tigers are 

now mostly confined to protected areas like the Western Forest Complex. Des pite 

conservation efforts, including anti-poaching patrols and habitat restoration, the population 

remains critically low, with an estimated 200 individuals left in Thailand. Continued efforts 

are essential to prevent their extinction.  

 3. Javan Rhinoceros  

 The Javan rhino population in Thailand has tragically gone extinct due to severe 

habitat loss, poaching for their horns, and human encroachment. Their horns were bought at 

$30,000 USD per Kg in the black market. Once found in regions like the Tenasserim Range, 

these rhinos have not been sighted in Thailand for decades, and their global population now 

numbers less than 73 individuals, primarily in Indonesia. Conservation efforts continue to 

focus on protecting the remaining populations and their habitats to prevent further losses.  

 Wildlife Conservation Projects in Thailand 

 Thailand is actively involved in numerous wildlife conservation projects aimed at 

protecting its rich biodiversity. One prominent organization leading these efforts is the 

Wildlife Conservation Society (WCS), which focuses on preserving endangered species such 

as the Indochinese tiger, Asian elephant, and Siamese crocodile. Their initiatives include 

habitat restoration, anti-poaching patrols, and community education programs 

 Another significant project is the SMART Patrol System, which uses advanced 

technology and data analysis to monitor and protect wildlife in key conservation areas like 

the Western Forest Complex and Dong Phayayen-Khao Yai Forest Complex. This system has 

been instrumental in increasing tiger populations and reducing illegal wildlife trade. 

Volunteer programs also play a crucial role in Thailand's conservation efforts. Organizations 

like  

 Volunteer World offer opportunities for individuals to participate in activities such as 

animal care, habitat restoration, and community outreach. These programs not only help 

protect vulnerable species but also promote sustainable living practices among local 

communities.  

 Through these and other initiatives, Thailand is making significant strides in wildlife 

conservation, ensuring the survival of its unique and diverse ecosystems for future 

generations.  

How Can We as Teachers Support Wildlife Conservation?  

 Teachers can play a significant role in wildlife conservation projects in Thailand by 

engaging students in environmental education and hands-on activities. They can organize 

field trips to national parks and wildlife sanctuaries, where students can learn about local 
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ecosystems and the importance of conservation. Teachers can a lso collaborate with 

organizations like the Wildlife Conservation Society (WCS) to implement nature education 

programs, which include activities such as bird watching, water detective activities, and 

habitat restoration projects.  

 By fostering a connection between students and nature, teachers can inspire the next 

generation to become advocates for wildlife conservation and sustainable living practices. 

Additionally, teachers can help raise awareness within their communities by organizing 

events, workshops, and campaigns focused on environmental conservation.  

Conclusion 

 In conclusion, wildlife conservation in Thailand is an ongoing effort to preserve its 

rich biodiversity and protect endangered species. Driven by efforts from organizations such 

as the Wildlife Conservation Society (WCS) and different national parks and sanctuaries, 

Thailand is progressing in habitat restoration, anti-poaching initiatives, and community 

education. By fostering a connection between people and nature, promoting sustainable 

practices, and supporting conservation projects, Thailand aims to ensure the survival of its 

unique ecosystems and the countless species they harbor. Continued efforts and collaboration 

are essential to safeguard this natural heritage for future generations. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
Wisdom Journal of Humanities and Social Science 

 

                                                                     Vol.2, No.2 February 2025  
 

37 

Reference 

International Union for Conservation of Nature (IUCN). (n.d.). Javan rhinoceros. Retrieved from 

 https://www.iucn.org/theme/species/our-work/species-conservation-action/javan-rhinoceros 

Thai Elephant Conservation. (n.d.). Retrieved from https://www.thailandelephant.org/en/ 

World Animal Protection Thailand. (n.d.). Retrieved from https://www.worldanimalprotection.or.th/ 

Wildlife Conservation Society Thailand. (n.d.). Retrieved from https://thailand.wcs.org 

Volunteer World. (n.d.) .  Wildlife conservation programs in Thailand.  Retrieved from 

 https://www.volunteerworld.com/en/volunteer-abroad/thailand 

Wildlife Friends Foundation Thailand. (n.d.).  Wildlife Rescue Centre.  Retrieved from 

 https://www.wfft.org/ 

World Wide Fund for Nature (WWF). (2023). Wild tiger population increase in Thailand. Retrieved 
from https://www.worldwildlife.org 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.thailandelephant.org/en/
https://www.worldanimalprotection.or.th/
https://thailand.wcs.org/
https://www.volunteerworld.com/en/volunteer-abroad/thailand
https://www.wfft.org/
https://www.worldwildlife.org/

