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Abstract

The study aims to examine the prominent characteristics of Thai legal language through the
analysis of syntactic structures of the word thuuk, particularly, the thuuk passive constructions in legal
codes and Judgement of the Supreme Court. The findings reveal the passive construction [thuuk + verb]
as the most prevalent, followed by the nominalized construction [phu’&— + thuuk + verb]. The results
show that the legal language makes use of passive constructions to emphasize the results of the action
and specify the legal status of individuals, rather than identifying the agent who instigates the action.
The findings not only reflect the distinctive characteristics of each type of legal language but also reveal
that legal language possesses the qualities of objectivity, formality, authority, clarity and complexity as
well as precision. The research could contribute to Thai language and Thai legal language teaching as well

as the applications in natural language processing.
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