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Abstract

This research article examines (1) the actors involved in the policy advocacy process for casino
legalization in Thailand from 2008 to 2024, investigates (2) the political factors through the problem stream, policy
stream, and political stream leading to the mobilization of the casino legalization policy in Thailand; and studies
(3) an appropriate approach and the impact on the mobilization of the casino legalization in Thailand. The
researcher employed the qualitative research approach. Data were collected using the techniques of documentary
research and in-depth interview with twelve key informants. Data were analyzed using the technique of content
analysis. Findings are as follows: (1) The actors involved in the policy advocacy process for the casino legalization
in Thailand from 2008 to 2024 include; The public sector focused on stimulating economy and tourism but faced
obstacles from moral concerns and the social impact. The private sector supported with an emphasis on the
economic benefits and the business development. The civil society had both supporters who saw opportunities
and opponents who were concerned with the social impact. (2) There were political, economic, and social factors
as well as the need to manage gambling problems especially during the COVID-19 pandemic which severely
affected the Thai economy. Legal casinos were proposed as an alternative to stimulate the economy and increase
the revenue. Providing knowledge regarding gambling risks. Establishing counseling and treatment centers for
people with gambling problems as well as providing psychological support. Strict supervision and the enforcement
of the law. (3) Although casino legalization would attract foreign investment and stimulate tourism, the impact on
domestic consumption and savings needs to be carefully considered, especially in the situation of high household
debts. The determination of the measures to control the access of the Thais and the promotion of financial
discipline are important. Comprehensive impact studies should be conducted. If the mobilization needs to be
realized, it is important to prepare for all aspects including the laws, monitoring systems, impact preventive
measures, and fostering an understanding with society. The mobilization of this policy must therefore foster the
balance between the economic benefits and social protection through strict control, public participation, and

transparent communication in order to ensure acceptance and long-term sustainability.
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