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Abstract

This research examines the ideas and ideologies of citizenship in Thai textbooks in accordance with the
elementary curriculum from 1960 to 2008. The study was conducted in accordance with the critical discourse
analysis using the three dimensions of Norman Fairclough that explain the phenomena occurring from the
language correlation in the text. In this study, the researcher investigates the social practice in three contexts i.e.
authoritarian state (1960-1976); semi-democracy state (1976-1997); and authoritarian state (1997-2008). The
contexts studied included political, economic, social, and cultural backgrounds, structure and state power
relations as well as the righteousness of the state in cases of discourse practice. In regard to discourse practice,
the researcher examined the production process of Thai textbooks and the process of the distribution and
absorption of Thai textbooks. The analysis was conducted from the concept of discourse practice consisting of
four levels of Foucault. In regard to the issue of texts, the researcher investigated Thai textbooks in accordance
with the Prathom Sueksa Six curriculum in five curriculums, totaling 10 volumes. Findings show that the ideas and
ideologies of citizenship in Thai textbooks reflect two obvious issues i.e. Thais as citizens and Thais as
conservatives. This results from discourse practice at the following four levels: (1) setting the boundaries of the
knowledge to be studied; (2) placing positions for the authority or using the righteousness to represent knowledge
through social interactions; (3) establishing language sets creating words with a specific language structure; and
(4) operating a social institution resulting in the practice of discourse in specific areas with the Ministry of Education
possessing hegemony in discourse practice. All of these are the results of social practice and the contexts from
political, economic, social, and cultural conditions. The relationship in the state power and the righteousness of
the state enables the installment of the ideas and ideologies of citizenship in Thai textbooks with no differences
found in all three state contexts. Conversely, these texts reflect the intention of the state with the characteristics of
an authoritarian state in the texts. Efforts are found to inherit the intention to foster an awareness of citizenship

continuously in the issues of Thais as citizens and Thais as conservatives.
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