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Abstract

This research article examines (1) the policy to develop camping businesses in Thailand from 2011 to
2023; investigates (2) the private sector networks in mobilizing the policy for tourism and camping businesses in
Thailand; and studies (3) the interactions between the private sector and the public sector of the camping
businesses in Thailand. The qualitative research approach was employed using the documentary and in-depth
interview. Data were analyzed using content analysis techniques. Findings are as follows: (1) The public sector
does not have a clear policy for the determination of a policy to promote the development of camping businesses.
The operation is conducted with the private sector for the promotion of tourism but not in a specific manner for
camping tourism. The project is operated only in the pilot provinces. (2) The private sector networks as business
operators play a major role in mobilizing the policy for tourism and camping businesses in Thailand which is mainly
self-management. The public sector plays a role in the promotion through the support of the activities of the
business operators i.e. music festivals. However, the public sector has no leading role and no concrete support in
budget allocation although camping tourism in Thailand has a high potential for growth as a new form of tourism
that promotes and supports the economic development of areas. (3) The interactions between the private sector
and the public sector for the development of camping tourism in Thailand depend on the cooperation between the
public sector, the private sector, and the people sector of business operators in the locality. The goals are for
provincial economy and for fostering income to local communities as well as long-term sustainable tourism.
In addition, camping tourism creates economic opportunities in new forms i.e. an emergence of specific shops
selling camping equipment and equipment for hire. This responds to the needs of an increasing number of new
groups of tourists.
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