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Abstract

This research article examines (1) the political concepts as evidenced in the provincial city pillar shrines
from 1782 to 2023; investigates (2) the political, social, and cultural contexts influencing political concepts, the
central power through the construction of provincial city pillar shrines from 1782 to 2023; and analyzes (3) the
relationship of the city pillar shrines as a symbol of power and stability in modern Thai political concepts. The
technique of qualitative research was employed. Data were collected using the methods of survey and
documentary research. Use descriptive and interpretive analysis. Findings are as follows: (1) The city pillar shrines
are a symbol of the state power that changes in accordance with the government system from the power center of
the kings in the period of the absolute monarchy to being an instrument to build the national solidarity in the
democracy system. The city pillar shrines reflect the root of the political concepts connecting the state power and
religion through the Cosmology of Hindu and Buddhism to foster legitimacy in the government. It is a symbol of
stability and the relationship between the state and the people. The city pillar shrines remain the symbol of stability
and the relationship between the state and the members of the general public. (2) The Rattanakosin period use of
the city pillar shrines to enhance the legitimacy of the kings; the period of country reform (1868-1982) with the
expansion of the role of the city pillar shrines to control the local power to the present period (1982-2023). The city
pillar shrines connect religion, culture, and politics by reflecting the cosmology of Hindu and Buddhism and being
the symbol of state power to enhance the legitimacy and the security of the Thai through religious rites and politics.
The elites and members of the general public collaborated in the construction and restoration of the city pillar
shrines in every era. (3) The city pillar shrines are the important instrument in building governing legitimacy through
religious rites and state ceremonies. The city pillar shrines play a role as a symbol of state security through religious
rites and restoration to create political stability. The city pillar shrines were the center of faith of the members of the

general public and used to foster confidence in the state till the present day.
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