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Abstract: The study explores the evolving patterns of political participation
among youth in the digital era, focusing on how technological advancements have
redefined the ways in which young people engage with democratic processes. As
digital platforms become increasingly integrated into daily life, they offer new spaces
for civic expression, communication, and activism, particularly among the younger
generation. This research aims to examine the current trends in youth political
participation, identify key factors that drive such engagement, and assess the
implications for democratic development. The study is grounded in a qualitative
research methodology, employing document analysis and descriptive interpretation
to explore youth behaviors, motivations, and challenges related to political
participation. It highlights the importance of digital literacy, civic education, and
critical thinking as foundational components in fostering informed and responsible
participation. Findings reveal that while traditional forms of political engagement
such as voting remain essential, there is a noticeable shift toward digital forms of
participation, including online advocacy, social media activism, and participation in
virtual forums and campaigns. The flexibility and immediacy of digital tools allow
youth to express opinions, build networks, and organize movements more effectively
than ever before. However, the study also notes that while digital engagement offers
new opportunities, it also presents challenges such as misinformation, digital divides,
and the potential for superficial involvement. To enhance meaningful youth political
participation, it is crucial to implement strategies that combine digital empowerment
with education that promotes ethical responsibility, critical inquiry, and community
engagement. This study underscores the potential of youth as key actors in shaping
political futures and emphasizes the need to support their active involvement through
inclusive, informed, and digitally adaptive frameworks.

Keywords: Youth, Political Participation, Digital Era, Civic Engagement,
Education


mailto:Aphinop.Had@mcu.ac.th

258153 INTEAUAERSaNE Tn —
Journal of Modern Academic Social Science (Online) ‘ )

ISSN: 3056-9958 (Online), Vol. 1, No. 2 (March-April 2025) "/
-54-

1. Introduction

In recent years, the dynamics of political participation among youth have
undergone a profound transformation, largely influenced by the rise of digital
technologies. This evolution not only facilitates the dissemination of information but
also empowers young individuals to engage with political discourse in
unprecedented ways. The proliferation of mobile devices has created a Wireless
World, enabling millions to access real-time information and participate in
discussions that shape democratic processes (Firestone C et al., 2007). Concurrently,
the manifestation of global risks, such as climate change and social inequality, calls
for active engagement from a generation increasingly aware of their societal
responsibilities. These trends indicate that today’s youth are not merely passive
consumers of information; they are pivotal actors in the democratic landscape,
leveraging technology to advocate for change and influence policy decisions.
Understanding these shifts is essential for understanding the trajectory of political
engagement in the digital era.

Understanding the definition of youth political participation is crucial for
grasping its significance in contemporary democratic discourse. Youth political
participation encompasses the engagement of individuals aged between
approximately 15 and 24 in various political activities, including voting, advocacy,
and activism. This engagement is often motivated by a desire to influence political
decisions and assert their interests within society. The digital era has transformed
these forms of participation, enabling young individuals to leverage social media
platforms as tools for political expression and community mobilization. For instance,
social media has been pivotal in shaping youth electoral engagement as evidenced
during the 2019 General Elections in Nigeria, where it facilitated a narrative space
that empowered youth voices and impacted political agendas (Obisesan et al., 2022).
Moreover, organizations and researchers have noted that digital technologies foster
new forms of activism, thereby redefining traditional understandings of civic
engagement among young people (de Ridder et al., 2017).

As the digital era matures, its impact on political engagement and dynamics
becomes increasingly pronounced, particularly among youth populations. Digital
platforms have revolutionized political communication, enabling unprecedented
levels of interaction between politicians and constituents. This transformation is
evidenced by emerging community media practices that foster greater citizen
participation in governance, highlighting how digital tools shift traditional power
structures and enhance democratic involvement (Johnson F et al., 2007). Meanwhile,
social media has emerged as a powerful vehicle for political discourse, changing
campaign strategies and influencing the relationship between the electorate and
political leaders. However, the true extent of digital medias influence remains
contested, as it simultaneously revitalizes campaign techniques while posing
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challenges to democratic processes (Asante et al., 2020). Understanding these
nuances is critical, as the digital landscape not only reshapes political engagement
but also holds profound implications for the future of democracy, particularly
regarding youth participation.

The significance of studying youth engagement in the political sphere cannot
be overstated, especially in the context of the digital era. As young individuals
increasingly turn to digital platforms for information and discourse, understanding
their motivations and behaviors becomes essential for fostering active participation
in democracy. The rise of political polarization, disinformation, and disenchantment
with traditional democratic processes, underscores the urgency for policymakers to
create inclusive environments that resonate with younger populations. Furthermore,
fostering youth engagement is vital for reinforcing democratic governance, which, as
highlighted, is essential for protecting individual rights and promoting sustainable
societal gains. By examining the dynamics of youth participation, researchers and
stakeholders can identify effective strategies to empower this demographic, ensuring
that their voices contribute meaningfully to the democratic process and combatting
the challenges that threaten democracy today.

The role of digital media in shaping youth political participation is not only
significant but also complex, revealing a myriad of trends and implications for
democratic engagement. As young people increasingly turn to online platforms for
information and activism, the dynamics of political communication evolve,
necessitating a reassessment of traditional stakeholder strategies in political
discourse. A critical examination of recent scholarship indicates that digital
communication technologies contribute to revitalized campaign techniques, yet their
actual impact on political processes remains contested. This ambiguity is particularly
pronounced within specific contexts, such as in Ghana, where social media has
transformed electoral politics and engagement methods among youth populations.
The implications of this digital shift extend beyond mere connectivity; they
reconfigure relationships between political leaders and constituents, influencing
campaign strategies and participation levels (Olorunfemi et al., 2022)(Asante et al.,
2020). Understanding these developments is vital for fostering democratic
engagement and ensuring that youth voices are meaningfully integrated into political
conversations.

2. Trends in Youth Political Participation

In recent years, the landscape of youth political participation has transformed
significantly, largely influenced by digital communications used for civic
engagement. The advent of smartphones has revolutionized how young people
interact with political content, suggesting that these devices serve as fundamental
tools rather than mere gadgets; they enable communication and information-sharing
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that foster political activism and awareness (Soukup et al., 2015). This shift is critical,
as research indicates that although many young Americans are reasonably informed
and actively engaged —evident in the 45% voter turnout rate in the 2012 election —
they still face considerable barriers, particularly those from disadvantaged
backgrounds (N/A, 2013). These dynamics reveal that while digital platforms can
enhance political engagement, systemic issues in civic education and misinformation
persist, underscoring the need for collaborative efforts among various societal
institutions to ensure young people are equipped to participate in the democratic
process effectively.

Year Age Group  Voter Turnout Voter Primary Source
Registration
2020 18-29 69% Not specified = Harvard Youth
Poll 2024
2022 18-29 23% Not specified = Harvard Youth
Poll 2024
2024 18-29 66% 75% Harvard Youth
Poll 2024
2024 18-34 56% extremely Not specified =~ Common Cause
likely to vote 2024
2024 18-27 Not specified 40 million Common Cause
eligible voters 2024
2024 18-29 Not specified = Not specified = Harvard Youth
Poll 2024

Table 01: Trends in Youth Political Participation (2020-2024)

Increase in online activism and social movements

The rise of online activism has transformed the landscape of social movements,
particularly among youth, who leverage digital platforms to mobilize and advocate
for change. This paradigm shift has become increasingly prominent as younger
generations use social media to amplify their voices and connect with broader
audiences, transcending traditional barriers to participation. Youth-driven
campaigns, such as those advocating for climate action or racial justice, have
harnessed online tools to not only raise awareness but also initiate collective action
on a global scale. Critically, the narratives surrounding these movements highlight
the historical significance of youth in societal change, as evidenced by their pivotal
roles in past liberation struggles. In Africa, for instance, youth-led social movements
are reshaping political discourse and challenging established governance systems,
underscoring their demand for recognition and agency in transformative processes
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(de Ridder et al., 2017). This dynamism reinforces the notion that online activism is a
crucial driver of democratic engagement.

Gen Z Engagement in Activism

Percentage of Gen Z Volunteering for Causes | 61%
Percentage of Gen Z Contacting Politicians for Advocacy | 33%
w
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Percentage of Gen Z Participating in Rallies or Protests | 51%
Percentage of Gen Z Engaged in Activism 32%
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Fig.01: This bar chart presents the engagement of Gen Z in various forms of activism,
displaying the percentages of youth involvement in activities such as digital activism, participating in
rallies or protests, contacting politicians for advocacy, volunteering for causes, and general
engagement in activism. The data indicates a notable preference for digital activism among Gen Z.

Rise of youth-led political organizations

The rise of youth-led political organizations marks a pivotal shift in
contemporary democracy, driven largely by the integration of digital technologies
into political mobilization. These organizations, often fueled by a sense of urgency
regarding social issues such as climate change, racial justice, and economic inequality,
leverage platforms like social media to disseminate information and galvanize
supporters. As observed in various studies, the lack of trust in traditional electoral
processes often results in voter apathy, particularly among younger demographics;
thus, these youth-led initiatives seek to counteract this trend by fostering civic
engagement and participation (Adamu et al., 2025). Moreover, the innovative nature
of these organizations allows them to adapt quickly and effectively respond to
community needs, reshaping political dialogues and priorities in a way that resonates
with younger generations (de Ridder et al., 2017). Ultimately, this resurgence of
youth activism not only enhances democratic participation but also underscores the
critical role that young citizens play in advocating for systemic change.
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Youth Engagement in Political and Social Activism

Percentage of Youth Who Feel Well-Qualified to Participate in Politics | 40%
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Fig.02: The chart illustrates the various percentages of youth engagement in political and social
activism. It highlights that a significant majority of young people believe they can improve their
communities (77%). However, there are notable decreases in participation for other activities, such as
signing petitions or boycotting (32%), participating in marches (14%), and feeling qualified to
participate in politics (40%). This data reflects both the potential enthusiasm and the challenges facing
youth in political involvement.

Engagement through social media platforms

Engagement through social media platforms has transformed the landscape of
youth political participation, amplifying their voices and fostering a sense of
community among young voters. These platforms serve as dynamic arenas for
dialogue, where information about political events and issues is rapidly
disseminated, enabling real-time engagement and mobilization. The inherent
connectivity of social media allows for diverse perspectives to be shared, often
inspiring grassroots movements and campaigns that challenge traditional political
narratives. However, this increased engagement also presents risks, as the prevalence
of disinformation can undermine informed decision-making and distort democratic
processes. With approximately 56.8% of the global population active on social media,
electoral management bodies and other stakeholders must develop strategies to
address the challenges posed by misinformation while leveraging these platforms to
enhance civic engagement and electoral integrity (de Ridder et al., 2017) (Achler et
al., 2022). Ultimately, fostering positive engagement through social media is crucial
for sustaining democracy in an increasingly digital era.
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Fig.03: This bar chart illustrates the impact of social media on youth political participation. It
highlights the percentage of the global population active on social media, the increase in voter turnout
among 18-29-year-olds from 2016 to 2020, and the support for Biden and Trump among young voters

in the 2020 and 2024 elections, respectively. The data emphasizes both the positive influence of social
media on political engagement and the ongoing challenges faced by young voters.

Participation in digital voting initiatives

Amidst the evolving landscape of democracy, participation in digital voting
initiatives represents a significant shift in how young people engage in the electoral
process. These initiatives not only streamline the voting experience but also foster a
greater sense of ownership among youth, aligning with the broader trends of
increased digital engagement in political discourse. By facilitating access to
information and promoting digital literacy, efforts such as those outlined in (Hobbs
R, 2010) play a crucial role in empowering young voters. However, the reliance on
digital platforms also raises questions about the integrity of the voting process, as
highlighted in (Babos et al., 2020). Acknowledging the potential risks associated with
digital voting, it is essential to ensure that these initiatives uphold the principles of
free and fair elections, thus preserving the democratic ideals that underpin societal
governance. As such, the intersection of technology and political participation
remains a vital area of exploration for future democratic engagement.
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Youth Voter Participation and Registrations (2022-2023)

Increase in Youth Voter Registrations in Texas (October 2023 vs. October 2021)

Increase in Youth Voter Registrations in Ohio (October 2023 vs. October 2021)

Categories

Percentage of Youth Voter Turnout Nationally (2022 Midterms) |23

Percentage of Youth Voter Turnout in Michigan (2022 Midterms) 37

0 500 1000 1500
Value

Fig.04: This bar chart illustrates the youth voter participation and registration data, specifically
highlighting the percentage of youth voter turnout in Michigan and nationally during the 2022
midterms, as well as increases in youth voter registrations in Ohio and Texas from October 2021 to
October 2023. The chart effectively communicates the significant impact these factors have had on
youth political engagement.

3. Drivers of Youth Political Engagement

In the dynamic landscape of political engagement, youth participation is
increasingly driven by factors that resonate with their lived experiences and digital
literacy. The prevalence of social media platforms provides young individuals with
unprecedented access to political discourse, allowing them to mobilize quickly
around critical issues such as climate change and social justice. According to the
findings presented in various studies, including the Global Risks Report, emerging
global risks, particularly environmental crises and economic disparities, significantly
shape youth activism and political consciousness. Moreover, as technology continues
to evolve, youth are becoming more adept at using digital tools to advocate for
change, thus fostering a sense of agency and participation in democratic processes
(de Ridder et al., 2017). Consequently, understanding these drivers is crucial for
enabling effective frameworks that enhance and sustain youth political engagement
in an era marked by rapid digital transformation.

Value
Higher education levels are associated with increased political participation
among youth.

Active engagement on social media platforms correlates with higher political
involvement among young people.
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Participation in community organizations and volunteer work enhances
political engagement among youth.

Exposure to political discussions and activities within the family influences
youth political participation.

Peers' political attitudes and behaviors significantly impact youth political
engagement.

Table 02: Drivers of Youth Political Engagement

Influence of social media on political awareness

In the contemporary political landscape, social media has emerged as a pivotal
tool for enhancing political awareness among youth. By providing platforms for
interaction, expression, and information exchange, social media facilitates greater
engagement in political discourse. Notably, this shift is characterized not merely by
the accessibility of information but also by the profound ethical implications of
online behavior. As outlined in (Aulia et al., 2024), the moral dimensions of
participation necessitate that young individuals approach political engagement with
integrity and respect, fostering a culture of constructive dialogue. Furthermore, the
technical framework of smartphones accentuates this interaction, wherein users
leverage them to access diverse communicative experiences, as highlighted in
(Soukup et al., 2015). Together, these dynamics illustrate how social media shapes
political awareness, compelling young people not only to consume information but
to engage responsibly in the democratic process. Ultimately, this blend of
connectivity and ethics underscores the critical role of social media in modern
political participation.

Role of educational institutions in fostering engagement

Educational institutions play a pivotal role in fostering engagement among
youth, particularly in the context of political participation in the digital era. By
integrating civic education into their curricula, schools and universities can equip
students with the knowledge and critical thinking skills necessary for informed
participation in democratic processes. Studies indicate that inadequate civic
education often correlates with voter apathy, which undermines electoral legitimacy
and governance (Adamu et al., 2025). Furthermore, educational settings provide a
unique platform for discussing contemporary political issues, promoting dialogue,
and encouraging active citizenship. This dynamism is further amplified by leveraging
digital tools that facilitate outreach and engagement, making it easier for young
individuals to connect with political movements and initiatives. Consequently,
educational institutions not only serve as foundational sites for learning but also as
incubators for engaged and informed citizens who can actively contribute to their
democracies.
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Impact of global issues (e.g., climate change, inequality)

The impact of global issues, particularly climate change and inequality, has
profound implications for youth political participation in the digital era. Young
people increasingly recognize that these crises not only threaten their futures but also
demand collective action through political engagement. As highlighted by the
necessity of civic education, the effectiveness of youth participation hinges on an
informed electorate, with many young individuals demonstrating awareness of
political issues despite significant misinformation challenges. Furthermore, the
historical interplay between state, market, and civil society underscores the need for
a rebalancing of these forces to effectively address the pressing development
challenges posed by climate change and socio-economic disparities (Leach et al.,
2016). By leveraging digital platforms for activism and advocacy, youth today are not
merely observers but crucial stakeholders in shaping discourse and driving initiatives
that seek sustainable solutions, thereby enhancing democratic practices within their
communities and beyond.

Accessibility of information and resources online

The rapid evolution of digital media has significantly enhanced the
accessibility of information and resources, particularly for youth engaged in political
discourse. This newfound access is pivotal in fostering informed citizenry, enabling
young individuals to participate actively in political processes. As highlighted in
extensive research, the Internet serves as a crucial platform for sharing knowledge
and promoting freedom of expression, thus empowering users to advocate for their
rights and engage in democratic practices (Scientific and Organization C et al.).
However, the impact of this accessibility is multifaceted; while it revitalizes
traditional campaigning strategies, it concurrently necessitates innovative approaches
from political stakeholders to address the ensuing challenges in communication
(Asante et al., 2020). Therefore, understanding the dynamics of online resources is
essential not only for enhancing youth participation but also for ensuring that
democratic values are upheld in an increasingly digital political landscape. This
evolution underscores the critical intersection of technology and youth engagement
in shaping democratic futures.

4. Democratic Implications of Youth Participation

The rise of digital platforms has significantly transformed the landscape of
youth political participation, yielding profound democratic implications. As
evidenced by the findings of The MacArthur Research Network on Youth and
Participatory Politics, young individuals increasingly engage in participatory politics
through new media, which not only amplifies their voices but also enhances their
influence within political spheres (Bowyer B et al., 2012). Furthermore, the
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educational integration of digital media can foster civic engagement among youth,
equipping them with essential skills for activism and community problem-solving
(Levine P, 2008). This dual role of media and education demonstrates a crucial shift
in democratic practices, encouraging a generation that is more politically informed
and active. Consequently, the prevalence of digital participation not only reflects the
evolving nature of democratic involvement but also highlights the necessity for
institutions to adapt and support these emerging forms of civic engagement among
youth.

Strengthening democratic values and practices

In the context of youth political participation, strengthening democratic values
and practices is imperative to ensure a robust and sustainable democratic framework.
Young voters today are increasingly influenced by digital platforms, necessitating a
reevaluation of civic education and engagement strategies that resonate with their
experiences and concerns. Empowering youth through technology can counter voter
apathy, particularly in regions where trust in electoral processes is eroded, as
highlighted by findings on Uganda’s electoral challenges (Adamu et al., 2025).
Moreover, as misinformation proliferates on social media, it is crucial for electoral
bodies and civil society to foster media literacy among young citizens to enhance
their ability to differentiate credible information from disinformation (Achler et al.,
2022). By promoting transparency, accountability, and innovative outreach programs,
stakeholders can cultivate an empowered youth electorate committed to democratic
ideals, thereby enriching the political landscape and reinforcing the integrity of
democratic governance.

Challenges posed by misinformation and digital divides

In the landscape of youth political participation, the challenges posed by
misinformation and digital divides are particularly pronounced. Misinformation,
especially rampant on social media, can distort political discourse, leading to
misinformed civic engagement among young voters. As social media continues to
influence political messaging, they provide unprecedented opportunities for sharing
and discussing ideas; however, this also facilitates the rapid spread of false
information, threatening democratic integrity and informed participation (Abozaid
et al., 2024). Meanwhile, the digital divide exacerbates these issues, as not all youth
have equal access to technology and reliable information. With an estimated 56.8% of
the global population active on social media and a significant portion of those
participating in electoral processes, the repercussions of misinformation undermine
the foundation of democracy, raising questions about the reliability of youth
engagement in a politically polarized environment (Achler et al., 2022). Addressing
these challenges is essential for fostering informed political participation.
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Potential for policy change driven by youth voices

In the contemporary digital landscape, youth voices are emerging as a potent
catalyst for policy change, significantly reshaping governance and societal norms.
The interconnectedness facilitated by social media platforms allows young
individuals to mobilize around issues that resonate with their values and needs,
amplifying their impact on political discourse. Community media practices, as
highlighted in recent research, demonstrate how youth can effectively engage in
media production and influence policy outcomes through collaborative efforts and
grassroots movements (Johnson F et al., 2007). Moreover, initiatives that incorporate
social documentaries serve as powerful tools to raise awareness about pressing social
justice issues, further galvanizing youth advocacy (Aufderheide P, 2003). This
convergence of digital engagement and creative expression not only empowers
young people to voice their opinions but also compels policymakers to consider their
perspectives, thereby facilitating a more inclusive democratic process. As such, the
potential for transformative policy change driven by youth voices is immense,
heralding a new era of civic engagement.

Long-term effects on political landscapes and voter demographics

The intersection of digital technology and youth political participation is
reshaping the political environment and altering voter demographics in profound
ways. As younger generations increasingly engage through online platforms, their
modes of civic engagement are diverging from traditional electoral participation,
often resulting in dissatisfaction with established political processes. This shift raises
critical questions about the efficacy of conventional political systems and highlights
the need for innovative approaches to mobilize and represent this demographic. By
utilizing social media and other digital tools, activists foster communal ties and drive
political discourse, leading to new forms of activism that emphasize collective action
over mere voting. This evolving dynamic suggests that long-term implications for
voter demographics may include a more diverse electorate, driven by issues of social
justice and environmental sustainability, thus reshaping the political landscape as
noted in contemporary analyses of political engagement and citizenship (N/A, 2022).
As these trends develop, understanding their potential effects becomes increasingly
necessary for future democratic practices (Singh et al., 2024).

5. Conclusion

In conclusion, the dynamics of youth political participation in the digital era
underscore a profound shift in how younger generations engage with democratic
processes. The role of social media cannot be overstated; it fosters agency and
empowers youth to participate actively in political discourse, as evidenced by its
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significant impact during events like the 2019 General Elections in Nigeria (Obisesan
et al., 2022). Moreover, the increasing ubiquity of mobile technology has transformed
communication, enabling vast networks of connectivity that transcend traditional
barriers. This interconnectedness equips youth with the tools to mobilize, share
information, and advocate for change in ways that were previously unimaginable
(Firestone C et al., 2007). As digital platforms continue to evolve, they will further
shape the landscape of political engagement, posing both opportunities and
challenges for democracy. Thus, fostering digital literacy and critical engagement
among youth will be essential to harness the full potential of these emerging
platforms.

The investigation into youth political participation in the digital era reveals
several critical trends and dynamics impacting their engagement in democratic
processes. A primary finding underscores the shift in communication strategies from
traditional methods to digitally mediated platforms, where smartphones serve as
significant conduits for political interaction. Youth utilize these devices not merely
for information but as tools for engagement, thereby reshaping their communicative
practices around political discourse (Soukup et al., 2015). Furthermore, despite the
apparent integration of Web 2.0 tools into political campaigning, the depth of
interactivity remains limited. Many political entities adopt superficial online
strategies, indicating that while the Internet facilitates access, it does not inherently
transform organizational communication practices (Koc-Michalska et al., 2012). This
duality highlights a crucial dynamic: while digital platforms provide unmatched
opportunities for youth involvement, the effectiveness and impact of these tools on
actual political engagement warrant further examination.

As we look to the future of youth political participation, it becomes
increasingly important to recognize the evolving landscape shaped by digital media
and social movements. Young people today are not just passive consumers of
information; they are active participants, leveraging platforms to advocate for social
justice and engage in political discourse. Documentaries that address crucial issues
of democracy have emerged as tools for both education and mobilization, effectively
illustrating the power of narrative in fostering civic engagement and awareness
(Aufderheide P, 2003). However, despite the potential for informed participation,
challenges remain, notably in areas of misinformation and socio-economic disparities.
Reports indicate that while a significant portion of young Americans are engaged, a
considerable number remain uninformed or disengaged from the political process
(N/A, 2013). Thus, ensuring that future generations are equipped with critical civic
knowledge and effective channels for participation is essential for sustaining a
vibrant democracy.

In the context of youth political participation, a compelling call to action for
increased engagement is essential to harness the transformative power of digital
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platforms. The pervasive nature of social media and online communication has
created unprecedented opportunities for young individuals to express their political
opinions and mobilize for change. However, this potential will not be realized
without proactive measures to encourage participation. Initiatives that promote
digital literacy and civic education can empower youth to navigate online political
discourse effectively. Moreover, fostering inclusive online spaces allows diverse
perspectives to be heard, significantly enriching democratic dialogue. Additionally,
collaborative efforts among educational institutions, non-profits, and governmental
agencies are vital to create robust frameworks that support young activists. As noted
in the CEDAR networks findings, reinforcing these connections can yield substantial
benefits for youth-oriented political movements and, by extension, strengthen
democratic processes (de Ridder et al., 2017).

In reflecting on the intricate relationship between technology and democracy,
it becomes evident that technology serves as both a catalyst and a challenge to youth
political participation. The digital era has transformed how young individuals
engage with political discourse, providing platforms for advocacy and facilitating
broader access to information. However, as highlighted, the effectiveness of these
digital tools relies heavily on comprehensive civic education and informed
participation, which are not uniformly accessible. For instance, the research
emphasizes that civic education must be a shared responsibility among various
stakeholders to cultivate informed citizens. Furthermore, in contexts where voter
apathy prevails due to distrust in electoral processes, technology can play a crucial
role in enhancing civic engagement by promoting transparency and accountability
(Adamu et al., 2025). Ultimately, leveraging technology in democracy necessitates
ongoing efforts to empower young voters through education and more inclusive
practices, ensuring their voices resonate in the political landscape.

References

Abozaid, H. (2024). Impact of social media on politics.
https://core.ac.uk/download/642713612.pdf

Achler, M., Krimmer, R., Kuzel, R., Licht, S., et al. (2022). Elections in digital times: A
guide for electoral practitioners. https://core.ac.uk/download/534010849.pdf

Adamu, A., Musa, F., Umar, M., Maswanku, M., Yahaya, M., et al. (2025). The
strategies that can be employed to mitigate voter apathy and promote popular
participation in Uganda. https://core.ac.uk/download/638687470.pdf

AP News. (2025). Untitled article.
https://www.apnews.com/article/ff30e38698a41132cf90345fffabe579

Asante, J. (2020). African politics in the digital age: A study of political party-social media
campaign strategies in Ghana. https://core.ac.uk/download/396458151.pdf



https://core.ac.uk/download/642713612.pdf
https://core.ac.uk/download/534010849.pdf
https://core.ac.uk/download/638687470.pdf
https://www.apnews.com/article/ff30e38698a41132cf90345fffabe579
https://core.ac.uk/download/396458151.pdf

2M58153¥IN5a9ANAanSaLe T —

Journal of Modern Academic Social Science (Online) ‘ @ )
ISSN: 3056-9958 (Online), Vol. 1, No. 2 (March-April 2025) \_y

-67-

Aufderheide, P. (2003). In the battle for reality: Social documentaries in the U.S.
https://core.ac.uk/download/71347989.pdf

Aulia, P. V., Danova, M. G., Furnamasari, Y. F., Sihombing, D. et al. (2024). Literature
study: Dynamics of young generation political ethics in the digital era.
https://core.ac.uk/download/617196248.pdf

Babos, P., Biatozyt, W., Blockmans, S., Bond, M., et al. (2020). Deliberative democracy in
the EU: Countering populism with participation and debate. CEPS Paperback.
https://core.ac.uk/download/288435926.pdf

Booth, R. B., Medina, A., Siegel-Stechler, K., & Kiesa, A. (2023). Youth are interested in
political action, but lack support and opportunities. Center for Information &
Research on Civic Learning and Engagement. https://circle.tufts.edu/latest-
research/youth-are-interested-political-action-lack-support-and-opportunities

Booth, R. B., Medina, A., Siegel-Stechler, K., & Kiesa, A. (2023). Youth are interested in
political action, but lack support and opportunities. Center for Information &
Research on Civic Learning and Engagement.

https://circle.tufts.edu/index.php/latest-research/youth-are-interested-
political-action-lack-support-and-opportunities

Bowyer, B., Cohen, C., Middaugh, E., Rogowski, J., & Kahne, J. (2012). New media and
youth political action. https://core.ac.uk/download/71361981.pdf

Canty, A. (2023). New poll: Majority of youth ready to make an impact in 2024 election.
Common Cause. https://www.commoncause.org/es/prensa/new-poll-
majority-of-youth-ready-to-make-an-impact-in-2024-election/

Center for Information & Research on Civic Learning and Engagement. (2025).

Broadening youth voting. https://circle.tufts.edu/research-areas/broadening-
youth-voting

de Ridder, S., Hartley, J. M., Kleut, ]., Pavlickova, T., et al. (2017). Small acts of
audience engagement interrupting content flows.
https://core.ac.uk/download/388956215.pdf

Della Volpe, J. (2024). 47th Harvard youth poll results: Five findings relevant to voting.
Harvard Kennedy School Institute of Politics.
https://www.usvotefoundation.org/47th-harvard-youth-poll-results-five-
findings-relevant-voting

Espada, M. (2020). “We’ve seen a youthquake.” How youth of color backed Joe Biden
in battleground states. Time. https://time.com/5910291/weve-seen-a-
youthquake-how-youth-of-color-backed-joe-biden-in-battleground-states/

Espada, M. (2020). “We've seen a youthquake.” How youth of color backed Joe Biden in
battleground states. Time. https://time.com/5910291/weve-seen-a-youthquake-
how-youth-of-color-backed-joe-biden-in-battleground-states/

Firestone, C., Lasica, J. D., & Kelly, P. (2007). The mobile generation: Global
transformations at the cellular level. https://core.ac.uk/download/71339786.pdf



https://core.ac.uk/download/71347989.pdf
https://core.ac.uk/download/617196248.pdf
https://core.ac.uk/download/288435926.pdf
https://circle.tufts.edu/latest-research/youth-are-interested-political-action-lack-support-and-opportunities
https://circle.tufts.edu/latest-research/youth-are-interested-political-action-lack-support-and-opportunities
https://circle.tufts.edu/index.php/latest-research/youth-are-interested-political-action-lack-support-and-opportunities
https://circle.tufts.edu/index.php/latest-research/youth-are-interested-political-action-lack-support-and-opportunities
https://core.ac.uk/download/71361981.pdf
https://www.commoncause.org/es/prensa/new-poll-majority-of-youth-ready-to-make-an-impact-in-2024-election/
https://www.commoncause.org/es/prensa/new-poll-majority-of-youth-ready-to-make-an-impact-in-2024-election/
https://circle.tufts.edu/research-areas/broadening-youth-voting
https://circle.tufts.edu/research-areas/broadening-youth-voting
https://core.ac.uk/download/388956215.pdf
https://www.usvotefoundation.org/47th-harvard-youth-poll-results-five-findings-relevant-voting
https://www.usvotefoundation.org/47th-harvard-youth-poll-results-five-findings-relevant-voting
https://time.com/5910291/weve-seen-a-youthquake-how-youth-of-color-backed-joe-biden-in-battleground-states/
https://time.com/5910291/weve-seen-a-youthquake-how-youth-of-color-backed-joe-biden-in-battleground-states/
https://time.com/5910291/weve-seen-a-youthquake-how-youth-of-color-backed-joe-biden-in-battleground-states/
https://time.com/5910291/weve-seen-a-youthquake-how-youth-of-color-backed-joe-biden-in-battleground-states/
https://core.ac.uk/download/71339786.pdf

2M58153¥IN5a9ANAanSaLe T

Journal of Modern Academic Social Science (Online) ‘

ISSN: 3056-9958 (Online), Vol. 1, No. 2 (March-April 2025) N
-68-

Hobbs, R. (2010). Digital and media literacy: A plan of action.
https://core.ac.uk/download/71347458.pdf

Institute of Politics at Harvard Kennedy School. (2023). Harvard youth poll: 46th
edition, fall 2023. Harvard Kennedy School. https://iop.harvard.edu/youth-
poll/46th-edition-fall-2023

Johnson, F., & Menichelli, K. (2007). What's going on in community media.
https://core.ac.uk/download/71339790.pdf

Koc-Michalska, K., Lilleker, D., & Surowiec, P. (2012). Broadcasting to the masses or
building communities: Polish political parties online communication during the 2011
election. https://core.ac.uk/download/19963970.pdf

Leach, M. (2016). States, markets and society — Looking back to look forward.
https://core.ac.uk/download/286047752.pdf

Levine, P. (2008). A public voice for youth: The audience problem in digital media and civic
education. https://core.ac.uk/download/71339814.pdf

Mo, C. H., Holbein, J. B., & Elder, E. M. (2022). Civilian national service programs
can powerfully increase youth voter turnout. Proceedings of the National
Academy of Sciences, 119(29), €2122996119.
https://pmc.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/articles/PMC9304004/

Obisesan, O. F. (2022). The “#tag Generation’: Social media and youth participation in the
2019 general election in Nigeria. https://core.ac.uk/download/544237540.pdf

Olorunfemi, F. (2022). The political economy of state fragility and the extent to which it
fuels international migration amongst Nigerians.
https://core.ac.uk/download/554011053.pdf

Robinson, S. (2023). Michigan had country’s highest youth turnout in 2022 midterms.
Axios. https://www.axios.com/local/detroit/2023/04/20/michigan-highest-
youth-turnout-2022-midterms

Singh, S. (2024). In what ways does the rise of China’s emerging cognitive warfare
capabilities pose a threat to South-East Asia?
https://core.ac.uk/download/618458559.pdf

Soukup, P. A. (2015). Smartphones. https://core.ac.uk/download/215444184.pdf

UNESCO - United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization. (2025).
Keystones to foster inclusive knowledge societies: Access to information and
knowledge, freedom of expression, privacy, and ethics on a global internet.
https://core.ac.uk/download/pd£/30671829.pdf

United Way of the National Capital Area. (2024). The Gen Z activism survey.
https://unitedwaynca.org/blog/gen-z-activism-survey/

Vote.org. (2023). Vote.org reports big spikes in voter registrations in key states across the
country, among younger voters. https://www.vote.org/blog/2023electionstats/



https://core.ac.uk/download/71347458.pdf
https://iop.harvard.edu/youth-poll/46th-edition-fall-2023
https://iop.harvard.edu/youth-poll/46th-edition-fall-2023
https://core.ac.uk/download/71339790.pdf
https://core.ac.uk/download/19963970.pdf
https://core.ac.uk/download/286047752.pdf
https://core.ac.uk/download/71339814.pdf
https://pmc.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/articles/PMC9304004/
https://core.ac.uk/download/544237540.pdf
https://core.ac.uk/download/554011053.pdf
https://www.axios.com/local/detroit/2023/04/20/michigan-highest-youth-turnout-2022-midterms
https://www.axios.com/local/detroit/2023/04/20/michigan-highest-youth-turnout-2022-midterms
https://core.ac.uk/download/618458559.pdf
https://core.ac.uk/download/215444184.pdf
https://core.ac.uk/download/pdf/30671829.pdf
https://unitedwaynca.org/blog/gen-z-activism-survey/
https://www.vote.org/blog/2023electionstats/

2M58153¥IN5a9ANAanSaLe T —

Journal of Modern Academic Social Science (Online) ‘ @ )
ISSN: 3056-9958 (Online), Vol. 1, No. 2 (March-April 2025) \_y

-69-

Wang, Q., Lu, M., & Li, Q. (2020). Interactive, multiscale urban-traffic pattern
exploration leveraging massive GPS trajectories. Sensors, 20(4), 1084.
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC7070530/

Wikipedia. (2020). Social media in the 2020 United States presidential election.
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Social media in the 2020 United States presi

dential election



https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC7070530/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Social_media_in_the_2020_United_States_presidential_election
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Social_media_in_the_2020_United_States_presidential_election

