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Abstract

This academic article, entitled "Schools, State Ideology, and Inequality: A Critical
Perspective on Educational Administration," aims to analyze the role of the education
system in the twenty-first century within the context of state ideology, power structures,
and social inequality. It argues that education is not merely a mechanism for developing
human resources but also a significant instrument for reproducing dominant ideologies
and class structures through curricula, school administration, and learning processes.
Contemporary education emphasizes the development of essential competencies,
including critical thinking, problem-solving, and technological literacy. Nevertheless,
educational inequality persists due to structural factors such as poverty, unequal
distribution of educational resources, and inconsistent public policies. These conditions
systematically disadvantage learners from vulnerable and marginalized groups. From an
educational administration perspective, schools function as institutions that transmit state
ideology through the hidden curriculum while reinforcing the cultural capital of dominant
social groups. Curriculum design also plays a crucial role in shaping citizens' identities at
both national and global levels. However, schools should not be viewed solely as sites of
ideological domination; they are also arenas of ideological negotiation, where teachers
and school leaders can employ critical pedagogical approaches to promote meaningful
social and educational transformation. The article concludes that genuine educational
reform requires recognition of the interconnected dimensions of power, ideology, and
social structure alongside efforts to enhance the quality of learning. Such an approach is
essential for advancing educational equity and social justice in a sustainable manner.
Keywords: Schools, State Ideology, Educational Inequality, Educational Administration,
Critical Theory
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