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Abstract

This academic article aims to analyze the impact of populist policies on the
management of basic educational resources by employing an institutional analysis
framework and political science perspectives. The findings indicate that populist policies
function as both political instruments and policy mechanisms that can generate short-
term benefits, particularly in addressing public needs and reducing certain aspects of
inequality. However, in the long term, such policies tend to produce structural
consequences, including distortions in resource allocation, political interference in
educational administration, and the erosion of institutional autonomy. Furthermore,
centralized and blanket policy approaches contribute to the reproduction of educational
inequalities and create significant gaps between national policy objectives and local
contexts, resulting in inefficient resource utilization. This article proposes policy
recommendations focused on building “institutional immunity” through decentralization,
strengthening good governance, enhancing transparency, and promoting civil society
participation. These measures are essential for ensuring equity, efficiency, and
sustainability in educational resource management in the long run.
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