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Abstract

This academic article aims to analyze the legal status of Buddhist monks in
Thailand, reflecting the complexity of being subject to both the Vinaya (monastic
discipline) and secular law. Although monks have renounced lay life, they still retain
legal rights and obligations, such as property ownership rights, rights to statutory
inheritance, and fundamental rights as ordinary persons. However, the restrictions of
monastic status and the Vinaya create challenges in exercising these rights. The state's
enforcement of law through the Sangha Act helps establish a clear regulatory framework,

but at the same time may impact the autonomy of the Sangha. This demonstrates that
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the balance between secular law and the Vinaya is crucial to preserving the dignity of
monastic status, the credibility of the monastic institution, and the stability of Buddhism
in Thai society.
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