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Abstract

This article examines the role of Etienne-Frangois Aymonier, a French
colonial explorer. The mission of territorial expansion in the Phanom Dong Rak
mountain range, which was the location of marginalized communities under the
Siamese state by analyzing two primary sources of evidence: the first Voyage
dans le Laos Tome Premier 1895 and the second Voyage dans le Laos Tome
Deuxieme 1897. Both of historical primary sources reflected the French colonial
efforts management of area through exploration, exploration of historical sites,
data collection route, prioritization of villages and districts, analyzing the way
of life of ethnic groups, and descriptions of the geographical and physical
characteristics of the communities. The study found that Aymonier's travelogue
resulted from the expansion of colonialism, which desired territorial control and
disrupted the traditional governance between indigenous people and the local
state. The article argues that Phoum Beng Melou was a community in the
Phanom Dong Rak mountain range that was significant to the mission of Aymonier’s
exploration because it was a field of political competition and located at the
intersection of the modern power of French colonial with the traditional authority

of the Siamese state during the 19th to 20th centuries.
Keywords : Phoum Beng Melou, Travelogue, Etienne-Francois Aymonier, territorial,

Colonialism
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