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Abstract

This article presents evidence of travels by His Majesty King Chulalongkorn
(Rama V) in 1904 from different perspectives. A documentary report by a subordinate
official, a canal maintenance officer at the inner Damnoen Saduak Canal, the
Department of Canals, Ministry of Agriculture and Cooperatives, provides additional
information about the trajectory, differing from a letter by His Majesty’'s Confidant,
an anonymous pseudonym of Prince Damrong Rajanubhab, the Privy Councilor,
who also wrote a narrative in 1904. The report by the subordinate official includes
details of the entire royal procession consisting of 59 ships, contrary to Prince
Damrong's description which presented His Majesty's presence as discreet and
circumspect to the point that it gave an impression of Rama V as close to his
subjects, with a certain intimacy. Whereas the straightforward report of the
subordinate official depicts His Majesty’'s progress to the territories of Siam with
respect and admiration towards the common people rather than quietly. In this
way, the image of Rama V was constructed and reproduced by the power elite
for political purposes, instead of the perception of contemporary commoners like
the subordinate official. Even today, the letter of His Majesty’'s Confidant about

his voyage deserves to be noted for its value as a fictional royalist narrative.

Keyword: Subordinate official, His Majesty King Chulalongkorn, Rama V,
Chakri dynasty in fiction
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