7

nnsdnfiaiSasuuazanysylsunsainnedazas
nasnnwisalnaniavasuanisel 5.A. 112
(W.A. 2437-2453)
The Procurement of Warships and Naval Armaments
by the Royal Thai Navy Following the R.S. 112 Incident
(1894-1910)

A58% YagIsTu

Soarasid Moonsuwan

UnAnuwd3aln gnandszitiAnans AuzAadAans UNIINUNREUSITUANRAT
M.A. Student (History), History Department,

Faculty of Liberal Arts, Thammasat University

1A5U 11 nIngnAu 2568
ufily 1 &amnAu 2568
aUTAIAWUN 19 RavnAu 2568

Qs 1
UnAmnda
unAuAfedfsAnuiiuiiunisinde sesuiaranqsynlsunTalaeinaaniny
FORUMUNILNAINANITAL 5.7, 112 (W.A. 2437 — 2453) AeAsnNsAny M eUsEIRmans
TnafddngUseaad 1) AnwiAnuilasullainisdndaisesulazansylsnsainiese

namasaunisunlumanigal 5.4, 112 2) Anwnnnsusuldizesuuazanqsymlsunsal
naEalidnduunuinullasiuresdsamalnefldsulunaavanisel s.a. 112

annnsAnEWLIn n1sdndedesunaransynlsUnsainnaiieresaunuly
atfseniail 5 nnevdavanasal .4, 112 dugnuuandu 2 4eanan Haenan 1)
yp3isuingasalsrinisuazdnlsnnniesuauuuuana w.a. 2437-2448 (fJuga
flszmAlnadingyannsdadadesutlssinafuiidusiunnadl 4 auavanisdl w4, 112



nasvwiFadeliiduienniw gnuuadungudaniiuazasenayuuin 3asudsdansue
unamusAsdaudlfuaniunsfivasutuinuazanuduiusnianisyauinndnagli
iannsnvnslaeass nevdsinganisal 1.4, 112 vidlvuduminnssmindenaudnthy
yasnnsfidesulszdnnnsuasevisunsainiede dalifinnsindadeannsziou Fath
Aulngfasa uasyusade waefuindslasiuuidiuazanads 2) gauisnisuans
wuntlasfugsziuanilng w.a. 2448-2453 gafinasiedainisdadesulssnnngy
FenastlnmansilififeUszinnilszdinislunasinideanny Snvdldinasansunu
snunnslfizesuiunistlasiuniansaifuafusniulseRenanslng nns9naunumn
flasiunnansialunfiflfvanureuinnnistlesfudunnaiuainiduiineRinasdoann
vuilaluniaymsdsaniseonseeuiadunisifizaiduiunilasiulusiunimeia
Tnafnutlasfunuinizsuassnanziafousin@iudestanauionizatsuasiignufit
NNNzLaFIAYaLNIINERTS

° °

ANFNARY: NINWIEe, 1385U, wiuinutlasfunianzia, Sunan 5, aysynlsunsal

Abstract

This research article aims to examine the procurement of warships and
naval armaments by the Siamese Navy after the R.S. 112 incident in the years
1894 to 1910 using a historical research methodology. The objectives of the
study are: 1) To examine the changes in the procurement of warships and naval
armaments after the defeat of Siam in the R.S. 112 crisis, and 2) To examine
the adaptation of naval ships and weapons to Thailand’s evolving national defense

strategies in the aftermath of the crisis.

The results show that Siam's procurement of warships and naval equipment
during the reign of King Chulalongkorn (Rama V) after the R.S. 112 incident can
be divided into two main phases: 1) The Initial Period of Procuring Commissioned
Warships and the Adoption of International Naval Classification, 1894-1905 This
period marked Siam’s transition into the systematic procurement of commissioned
warships. From the reign of King Rama IV up until the Paknam Incident of 1893,
the Royal Navy had not yet achieved organisational unity; it was divided between

the Front Palace faction and the Bunnag family. Conseguently, warships functioned
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in a semi-private capacity, serving primarily as symbols of aristocratic prestige
and instruments of diplomatic representation rather than as formal military assets.
After the 1893 crisis, the leaders realised the need for regular warships and
modern naval weapons. As a result, they bought cruisers, gunboats, quick-firing
guns, and naval mines to strengthen the defence of the kingdom’s rivers and
coasts. 2) The expansion phase for the defense of the Gulf of Thailand (1905-
1910): During this phase, the Siamese Navy endeavored to acquire torpedo
boats that were not yet part of the fleet. For the first time in Thai history, a
formal defense strategy for the navy was developed, moving from a static fortress-based
defense at the mouth of the Chao Phraya River to a dynamic ship-based defense
line. This new strategy extended the line of defense to key maritime choke points
and established outposts along the islands and coastal areas stretching from
Khao Sam Roi Yot to Ko Chuang, with Ko Si Chang becoming a key strategic

naval base.

Keywords: Royal Navy, Warships, Naval Defense Strategy, King Chulalongkorn

(Rama V), Armament
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