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Abstract

This article surveys the historical research on emotions produced within
Thai academia between 2013 and 2024. It traces the development of this
emerging field by examining the volume of scholarship, thematic categories, and
key areas of inquiry, as well as the methods and theoretical frameworks employed.
The study focuses specifically on academic outputs such as research reports,
peer-reviewed journal articles, academic books, and graduate theses produced
by Thai institutions.

The findings reveal that historical studies of emotion in Thailand can be
broadly divided into three periods, each reflecting shifts in the country’s political
landscape: the pre-2014 coup period, the NCPQO (National Council for Peace and
Order) regime from 2014 to 2019, and the post-election era from 2019 to
2024. A total of 40 works were identified, comprising 28 journal articles, 11
graduate theses, and 1 monograph. Among these, the most commonly explored
topic is the emotional life of the middle class (17 works), followed by studies
focusing on emotions related to the state and ruling elites (7 works), gender
and emotional relations (4 works), miscellaneous emotional themes (4 works),
theoretical and methodological approaches to the history of emotions (3 works),
political movements (2 works), Llocal emotional cultures (2 works), and emotions

in international contexts (1 work).



Methodologically, the majority of studies rely on textual interpretation,
often situated within a broader analysis of changing political, economic, and social
contexts. Since 2019, there has been a marked increase in the adoption of
Western theoretical perspectives—particularly the concepts developed by William
Reddy—highlighting the growing influence of global scholarship on the Thai academic

discourse surrounding emations and history.
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