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Abstract

This article aims to explore Siam’s response to France over the Mekong
basin in the perception of the Siamese elite’s inability to know the conseqguences
of their actions and policies by using a historical method to analyze only the
document that Siamese elite could be accessible which is Thai document, diplomatic
document between Siam and France and Public document during that period.
Through bringing the criticisms of the debate on the issue of whether Siam
gained or lost territory, one side often indicates that Siam has lost many territories,
and the other party stated that Siam did not lose or gain any territories, to be

the base for analyzing new evidence again.

The study found the perception of the Siamese elite, who formulated a
policy of occupying the land on the left bank of the Mekong River despite being
aware that the land was not solely Siam’s possession. The stake purpose of this
policy was to gain an advantage in negotiating the boundary between Siam and
Vietnam (then a French colony) and to prevent France from using the Mekong
River as a boundary. Siam used conscription, mapping, the concept of race (concept
of Otherness), and the policy of usurpation of the population to create an advantage
in negotiations with France and to plan for a potential battle with the French on
the left bank of the Mekong River and the mouth of the Chao Phraya River.
However, events did not unfold as planned by Siam. France used the conflict on

the border to incite Paris to take decisive action against Siam. Mistakes in dealing
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with French warships at Pak Nam led to the Pak Nam Crisis of 1893, which

forced Siam to renounce all claims over the left bank of the Mekong River.

Keywords: Siam territory, Pak Nam Crisis of 1893, Mekong basin
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INTLaY IABNIALY D9lAD AaALUYaY 23 Ju1Ay 1893 Asie Indochine 1893 LAy 84
d19f9lu uvaviay.

°gay. 9.5 #.18.1/1 Memorandum on the Present State of Relation between Siam and
France by Prince Devawongse 21 March 1893.

““FBINWTW” (Modus Vivendi) TuRanamiuaunanindne 50 Alawas 11 650 Alawms
pausldidasruauasunidefiuimiidalusiinananfiani 13 esrwie..anuzvaifuunu
azpaglatUsAannasnmisnaenll auntsazladnisudsiiuauaulnaisauies” ; aay. 1.18.1/1
nsunaImIERAalsUnIg feunethd asdudl 13 nuatus s.A.111.

Synanantnyd eanidedudl 16 Awnay 5./.112 Arudn “idedufl oo Weudiquiau
Aauntihildndronpeasnuuedalingeglunaaznn daayaaninnandaangeldaanluEesdam
vamuniy .uingegluanasaaliilasufiazdaayalunasivmiSesd” dvlu lnsgny wn.
(2558). “Uszinail 37 uesnsdl 5./.112 divagllAndaiosine wal,jmiﬁmrﬁmwmw
3uln3u”. Aatdmusssy U7 36 aufl 8 nsngnAu W.A.2558. ntin 103-125.
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TasafulfaaadaaindefinsnzAndnd Saadansunnulssuiufiasatiuayunisyin
q9ATU’

fapnungUn3fianenla 6 WEItu 1893, CP Siam Xl d79f9lu Wiwa &9ye.
(2545). nsdlawming-tlsuma 5./.112 ml/wa”njqud?oma. N 31-32.

*David k. Wyatt. (1969). The politics of reform in Thailand: education in the reign
of King Chulalongkorn. page 95-96; Noel A. Battye. (1974). The Military, Government and
Society in Siam, 1868-1910: Politics and Military Reform during the Reign of King Chulalongkorn.
Chapter 7-The Franco-Siamese crisis.

*Walter Tips. (1996). Siam’s Struggle for Survival: The Gunboat Incident at
Paknam and the Franco-Siamese Treaty of October 1893. pp. 22-23; atindlsha ’Luﬁ'mﬁ
UsziPanans Twusvasindsanisinedruiuuininidouliiudnnimisinssniadl 5 atfuayu
tnannsyadefinsavangiudnuausan vl S¥nnadl 5 wWasurinfidustuayunnanisyannunds
Aadngavanin s.a112 Sledeunth viiiiAnAudnduntanadtunisiinanuiasyinaanudala
wnnasafluiaetl; Mellfidoudvlianunsoduaadmssfisonnadl 5 lungedudadinatnetaiay
LAAIATAE AufAnTEdInTy (a0 Yaainla) Fdldedndu “wesdansvanssitlusoniad 57
SNULRLAY UUNnS agiﬁaﬁ. (2564). auLAanwszdInIny (a1 Yaanla) wisdeusnaguszislu
Snnaft 5. Auduidle 6 flunAy w.A.2566, AN https://www.silpa-mag.com/history/article6824

‘aay. 6.18.1/2 Ul 2/621 wWisumauSANTHA0e SanTunataidalsens
avduil 22 Wwwe 5.A.112.
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2 andBunas wiulsa 1B9a7 5 uwidlsawass (Archibald Primrose, 5th Earl of Rosebery)

*Walter Tips. (1996). Siam’s Struggle for Survival: The Gunboat Incident at Paknam
and the Franco-Siamese Treaty of October 1893. pp. 29-30.

“fP.0. 69/150, Captain Jones to Lord Rosebery, Tel. 16, 2 June 1893.

Sgav. $¥n1ail 5 6.18.1/4 1y 1 nssusuuLnTp..
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AnuTufinsnesuieddnsasnanisdulaiulidayaannnuisdeauuinilulfan lususiasaniy
wiztanlidu3aealies [revolver] BsuasBiaasinsaioussluszaziunoy nuasauaulagngy
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“unila quane, w.a. (2520). yavsedAmans 5.A.112 amuwuldguaniuyalnelu
U15a. niln 78-79.

°National Library of Scotland, Papers of the Fifth €arl of Rosebery, Box 54,
Kimberley Correspondence; Kimberly to Rosebery, 28 June 1893, private. gefelu uwvsa in.
(2543). 1AUIAY. VU0 144.

“Hosson (capitaine de vaisseau), le conflit franco-siamois de 1893, 27 gty Wwa
aatje. (2545). nedliawming-elsuag 5./.112 aumadngiuesama. win 45

°M.R.E., M.D. Asie-Indochine 87, Develle to Le Myre de Vilers, 8 July 1893, copy
81909 WWN3A 9N, (2543). 1AUAY. VU0 144.

*asngal @onduzasssus. (2523). nganisalagay 5.A.112 nasiduAuuaulegag
urthlys. wiin 196-197.
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'M.R.E., C.P.C. Siam 16, Develle to Pavie, 13 July 1893m draft, tel. gn9fialu
WWN3A NN, (2543). LAUIAY. WUN 146.

ey, £.18.1/8 wwthd nswya nsuvanimazasdalsUngg aeduil 10 nangiay
s.A.112 (aUudt 2).

*Walter Tips. (1996). Siam’s Struggle for Survival: The Gunboat Incident at Paknam and
the Franco-Siamese Treaty of October 1893. pp. 87-88.
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*ga%. 9.5 £/18/7 Prince Devawongse-Pavie, July 22 1893.
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"Walter Tips. (1996). Siam’s Struggle for Survival. pp. 110-111.
°F.0. 69/158, Murray Campbell, British contractor for the Khorat railway to W.
Wylde, 6 Sept. 1894.
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