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Abstract

This article proposes that when a relativism of civilization had led to a
contest with its dominant power, the Siamese elite tried their best to change the
meaning of civilization, originally in determining a discrete identity between the
elite and the common people within the kingdom, toward a venture of the scientific
advancement and technological progress. Thereon, this newly tuned definition
was respectively illustrated in the publication of the royal cadet academy, namely
Sena Suksa Lae Phae Vidyasastra, literally the military knowledge and the
transmition of science. Apparently, this journal aimed to nurture the scientific
knowledge for cadets as well as be a public space for disseminating various
sciences new to the public reader. Thus, Sena Suksa Lae Phae Vidyasastra was
a publication both enhancing the scienctific knowledge within its own office and
disseminating general knowledge to the common Siamese under a new definition

of civilization and modernity as sanctioned by the Siamese elite.

Keywords: Sena Suksa Lae Phae Vidyasastra, Civilization, Sciences Knowledge.
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