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Abstract

This research aims to investigate the relationship between educational
theory, educational practice, and societal awareness of quality issues in Thai

society during the period from 1960 to 1971.

The study discovered that the Cold War had a profound impact on Thai
politics and educational knowledge paradigm, leading to collaborations with foreign
countries to enhance the quality of education in accordance with the American
model of economic development, particularly during the military regime from
Field Marshal Sarit Thanarat to General Thanom HKittikachorn (1959-1973). The
Thai education system encountered problems, including a shortage of qualified
teachers, a preference for vocational education, and social class divisions, which
resulted in poor academic performance, increased functional illiteracy, and a
shortage of technical workers, affecting industrial development. Although the
state implemented a comprehensive high school project, the divided education
management system hindered coordination, and the quality of education was assessed
through exam results and recognized by society. Furthermore, the education
system’s management by the state was divided into three separate components,
which prevented a unified and effective approach, and negatively affected industrial
development by producing unskilled technical workers who were not accepted

by the industry.
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