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Abstract

This article presents a new body of knowledge in the form of the Early Childhood
Teacher Competency in the 21°" Century Digital Context Model (ECT21-DC Model). The model
highlights the transformation of early childhood education in response to the rapid
advancements in technology and innovation in the 21°' - century. Children today are growing

up in a digital environment saturated with information and media, which significantly
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influences their learning behaviors and developmental pathways. As a result, early childhood
teachers must develop new teaching competencies that are flexible, forward-looking, and
aligned with the needs of digitally native learners.

The ECT21-DC Model comprises four key components: (1) Context of Change, which
emphasizes the need for pedagogical adaptation in the digital era; (2) Emerging Competencies,
including digital literacy, critical thinking, creativity, collaboration, and facilitative teaching skills
that promote active learning and differentiated instruction; (3) Transformative Roles of Early
Childhood Teachers, evolving from traditional knowledge transmitters to learning designers,
facilitators, and digital curators of digital learning experiences; and (4) Educational Outcomes,
focusing on preparing young learners with future-ready skills and fostering long-term human
capital development.

In summary, this model reflects a paradigm shift in early childhood teacher
development from conventional instructional approaches to learner-centered design
supported by technology. The model aims to equip educators with the capacity to cultivate
ethical, adaptive, and innovative learners, laying a strong foundation for lifelong learning and

national development in the digital age.
Keywords: Early childhood teachers, 21*-century competencies, digital leaming, instructional design
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