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Abstract

This academic article presents new knowledge emerging from the integration of
Howard Gardner’s Multiple Intelligences Theory with a holistic development approach for
early childhood education. The study proposes a conceptual framework that guides the
systematic design of meaningful and individualized learning experiences. The proposed model

comprises five key components: 1) Identification of Individual Intelligences — recognizing each
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child's unique strengths (e.g., musical, linguistic, logical, bodily-kinesthetic, or naturalistic
intelligence) and planning instruction accordingly; 2) Experiential Learning Design — creating
learning experiences linked to real-life situations that promote all dimensions of development;
3) Holistic Development Focus - fostering balanced growth across five domains: physical,
emotional, social, cognitive, moral and ethics; 4)Child-Centered Learning — positioning the
teacher as a facilitator who encourages exploration, choice, and expression based on each
child's interest and needs; and 5) Flexible and Formative Assessment — utilizing varied
assessment tools (e.g., portfolios, behavioral observations) to reflect children's comprehensive
development.

The core knowledge emphasizes that implementing multiple intelligences theory is
not about labeling children but rather enabling them to learn and express themselves through
diverse modalities that align with their natural inclinations. The holistic development approach
extends beyond academic learning to cultivate essential human values and life skills. The
synthesis of both concepts fosters a flexible, child-friendly, and inclusive learning environment
that fully supports the potential of each child. This integrated approach prepares young
learners to become lifelong learners, competent individuals, and adaptable members of 21st-

century society.
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