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Abstract: This paper explores the multifaceted role of Won Buddhism in Korean
society, focusing on its contributions to spirituality, education, and social engagement. Won
Buddhism, founded in 1916 by Sotaesan (Park Jung-bin), offers a unique blend of traditional
Buddhist teachings and modern values, emphasizing ethical living, mindfulness, and social
responsibility. The paper examines how Won Buddhism has evolved to address the changing
needs of contemporary Korean society, integrating spiritual practice with education and
social welfare initiatives. The movement's active involvement in community development,
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environmental activism, and lifelong learning programs demonstrates its commitment to
improving society as a whole. Through its efforts, Won Buddhism continues to play a vital
role in shaping both individual lives and the broader social fabric in Korea.

Keywords: Won Buddhism, Spirituality, Education, Social Engagement, Korean
Society
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Originality & Body of Knowledge

Originality: This paper offers a groundbreaking exploration of the intersection of
spiritual practice and modern social responsibility through the lens of Won Buddhism. By
examining the philosophy, education, and societal contributions of Won Buddhism, the
study introduces an innovative framework for integrating spirituality with contemporary
challenges. Unlike traditional studies that isolate spiritual practices from societal
engagement, this work highlights how Won Buddhism effectively blends ancient
teachings with modern values such as ethical living, mindfulness, and environmental
activism. The originality of the research lies in its interdisciplinary approach, drawing
insights from religious studies, education, and social sciences to provide a comprehensive
understanding of the transformative role of Won Buddhism in Korean society.




19

Journal of Exploration in Interdisciplinary Methodologies (JEIM)
ISSN: 3057-0085 (Online) * Vol 1 * No 3 (September, 2024)

Body of Knowledge: This study contributes significantly to the body of knowledge
by advancing the understanding of how spiritual movements like Won Buddhism can
serve as catalysts for social change. It provides a nuanced analysis of how Won Buddhism
reinterprets traditional Buddhist principles to address the needs of a rapidly modernizing
society. Key contributions include the development of educational frameworks that
integrate ethical and spiritual growth with academic and civic responsibilities. The
research also underscores the role of Won Buddhism in fostering community
development, environmental sustainability, and interfaith dialogue, offering a model of
socially engaged spirituality. These insights are valuable for scholars, educators, and
policymakers seeking to apply spiritual principles to contemporary social and
environmental issues.
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