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Abstract: This paper explores the multifaceted role of Won Buddhism in Korean
society, focusing on its contributions to spirituality, education, and social engagement. Won
Buddhism, founded in 1916 by Sotaesan (Park Jung-bin), offers a unique blend of traditional
Buddhist teachings and modern values, emphasizing ethical living, mindfulness, and social
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responsibility. The paper examines how Won Buddhism has evolved to address the changing
needs of contemporary Korean society, integrating spiritual practice with education and
social welfare initiatives. The movement's active involvement in community development,
environmental activism, and lifelong learning programs demonstrates its commitment to
improving society as a whole. Through its efforts, Won Buddhism continues to play a vital
role in shaping both individual lives and the broader social fabric in Korea.

Keywords: Won Buddhism, Spirituality, Education, Social Engagement, Korean
Society
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Originality & Body of Knowledge

Originality: This paper offers a unique and interdisciplinary analysis of the
multifaceted role of Won Buddhism in Korean society, focusing on its contributions to
spirituality, education, and social engagement. By examining its historical development
and modern adaptations, the paper reveals how Won Buddhism blends traditional
Buddhist teachings with contemporary values such as ethical living, mindfulness, and
social responsibility. The study’s originality lies in its exploration of how Won Buddhism
integrates spiritual practices with social welfare initiatives, environmental activism, and
lifelong education programs, showcasing its relevance in addressing contemporary
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societal challenges. Furthermore, it highlights the innovative use of concepts like 11-Won-
Sang (One Circle Image) to bridge spiritual philosophy and practical action, making it
accessible and meaningful for a diverse audience.

Body of Knowledge: This study makes significant contributions to the discourse on
the intersection of religion, education, and societal development. It expands the
understanding of Won Buddhism by providing an in-depth analysis of its historical
evolution, core teachings, and modern adaptations. The paper emphasizes how Won
Buddhism’s holistic approach to education—integrating moral and academic learning—
fosters ethical leadership and community engagement. It also sheds light on its role in
promoting environmental sustainability and social justice, highlighting its capacity to
address both local and global challenges. By offering a comprehensive framework that
links spirituality with practical social action, this research provides valuable insights for
scholars, educators, and policymakers seeking to understand and apply spiritual principles
in addressing contemporary societal issues.
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