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Abstract

This academic article presents new knowledge in the form of a theoretical model
under the theme "Buddhism and Peacebuilding in Contemporary Thai Society." The proposed
model, titled “Peacebuilding through Metta-Based Buddhist Framework,” is developed by
integrating core Buddhist principles—Metta (loving-kindness), Karuna (compassion),
Abhayadana (forgiveness), and Dhamma-dana (sharing of wisdom)—with the complex realities
of contemporary Thai society, which is increasingly characterized by cultural diversity and rapid
social, economic, and political changes. The model aims to serve as a sustainable
peacebuilding mechanism at individual, familial, community, and societal levels. The model
comprises three primary components (1) Core Buddhist Values that emphasize inner spiritual
development (2) Application Levels, which include personal mindfulness, forgiveness in family
relationships, and communal practices of generosity and dhamma-sharing; and (3) Proactive
Buddhist Social Mechanisms, including the threefold practice of giving (material, forgiveness,
and wisdom), the role of temples and monks as community peace centers, and the integration
of moral principles into public policy frameworks. The novelty of this model lies in its
transformation of Buddhism from a ritual-centered faith into a pragmatic, actionable system
that promotes a culture of peace in modern society. It provides a realistic and culturally
grounded framework for peacebuilding that aligns with global trends in sustainable
development—particularly in enhancing peace, equality, and reconciliation.

Keywords: Buddhism, Peacebuilding, Contemporary Thai Society
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Abstract

This academic article proposes the Diversity-to-Cohesion Translation Model (D2C) to
explain the dynamics of multiculturalism in Thai society. Conceptually, it argues that the
outcomes of multiculturalism—whether manifested as constructive diversity or social
fragmentation—do not depend directly on the sheer level of difference among people.
Rather, they hinge on a “translation process” through which society and the state configure
differences to be transformed either into shared public capital or into a hardened “us—-them”
boundary that accelerates polarization and erodes social trust. Accordingly, the model serves
as an analytical framework for policy and institutional design by systematically specifying the
roles of mediating mechanisms and moderating conditions. Structurally, D2C begins with
multidimensional diversity inputs, including ethnicity/language, religsion/belief, ways of life and
local cultural capital, and contemporary identities. These inputs are treated as social raw
materials that can generate shared value when governed appropriately. Diversity is then
translated through three core mechanisms (3T): (T1) dignity recognition, which curbs stigma
and increases acceptance of diverse identities; (T2) common-space formation, which enhances
the quality of deliberative arenas and cross-group participation; and (T3) peaceful negotiation,
which strengthens mediation channels and public confidence in social justice. The
effectiveness of these mechanisms is moderated by four contextual conditions (4C): structural
equity, the quality of public communication, civic competence (including critical thinking and
digital citizenship), and the strength of institutional and peacebuilding arrangements. The
model highlights two primary trajectories. When 3T is robust and 4C is supportive,
multiculturalism vyields constructive diversity, reflected in stronger social capital, trust,
cooperation, and socially innovative practices grounded in fairness. Conversely, when 3T is
weak and 4C is adverse, multiculturalism tends toward structural fragmentation, characterized
by rigid “us-them” boundaries, declining social capital, the spread of stigmatizing or hateful
discourse, and the escalation of disagreements into antagonism. The model can be applied
by identifying diversity inputs in a given context, assessing the 3T mechanisms, evaluating the
4C conditions, and designing interventions that reinforce translation capacities to enable
equitable and sustainable coexistence.

Keywords: Multiculturalism; Diversity; Thai society; Division
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Abstract

This academic article, Temples as Public Space The Changing Roles of Religious Sites
in Contemporary Society, proposes a new analytical contribution to understanding Thai
Buddhist temples within present-day social conditions. It conceptualizes the temple as a
multi-dimensional space in which religious, cultural, and public dimensions are structurally
integrated. The article argues that temples should not be understood solely as ritual sites;
rather, they function as shared social spaces that support everyday interactions, collective
learning, well-being promotion, and the accumulation of community social capital. This
framework reframes the temple from a mere place into a form of socio-cultural infrastructure
that responds systematically to urbanization, demographic transformation, and the declining
availability or accessibility of other types of public space. The article also advances a process-
oriented insight: transforming a temple into a public space is not simply a matter of adding
activities without direction. Instead, it involves an institutional role transition that requires
careful governance of spatial meanings and power relations. Key tensions include balancing
sacredness with public accessibility, negotiating religious identity alongside economic and
tourism pressures, and coordinating internal temple administration with participation from
local communities and external agencies. The analysis highlights that the publicness of
temples depends on clear principles of governance and supporting measures to mitigate risks
such as inappropriate spatial use, the dilution of religious values, and unequal access.Finally,
the article synthesizes an integrated three-dimensional framework for application in both
academic analysis and policy development: (1) the dimension of religious—cultural value and
meaning, which sustains sacredness and identity; (2) the dimension of use and inclusive access,
which enables equitable public functions for diverse groups; and (3) the dimension of
governance and participation, which establishes shared decision-making, accountability, and
transparent impact management. This framework provides a foundation for developing
approaches to temple management in contemporary society that remain relevant without
sacrificing core values, and that enable temples to serve as sustainable, creative, and socially
responsible public spaces.

Keywords: temples as public space; role transformation; contemporary religious sites
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Abstract

This academic article advances a new conceptual contribution by arguing that Thai
etiquette (marayat thai) should be understood as interactional cultural capital, rather than
merely a set of ceremonial formalities or fixed behavioral conventions. In this view, Thai
etiquette functions as a social resource that regulates relationships, mitigates friction, and
sustains social co-existence through politeness as a normative orientation toward respect,
situational appropriateness, and consideration for others. Under globalization—marked by
accelerated, borderless communication and a growing shift of interaction into online spaces—
politeness has not disappeared. Instead, it has emerged as transformed politeness, moving
away from stable, form-bound expressions toward a more context-sensitive mode that
requires interpreting situational cues, assessing relational dynamics, and selecting interactional
strategies suitable for short, compressed messages that invite multiple interpretations.The
article further proposes an analytical framework for the status of politeness as a dual
mechanism: (1) a social evaluative criterion that differentiates what is considered appropriate
or inappropriate, and (2) a relational positioning mechanism that supports face maintenance
and social cohabitation. As society changes—especially within digitally mediated public arenas
characterized by generational differences, diverse subcultural norms, and fluctuating symbolic
power—politeness increasingly operates as a negotiated system. Individuals calibrate
politeness through lexical choices, symbolic tones (e.g., particles, emojis, and reply formats),
and de-escalatory response strategies designed to reduce confrontation and to manage the
heightened risk of misunderstanding in low-context communication environments. Finally, the
article develops a practical implication: sustaining Thai etiquette in the era of globalization
should prioritize core values over surface forms. It recommends advancing politeness as a
contemporary competence consisting of relational communication skills, media literacy, and
the ability to evaluate appropriateness across contexts (online and offline). This perspective
suggests that Thai etiquette can continue to serve as a shared value base for society while
supporting a civil, meaningful culture of coexistence in an increasingly interconnected and
rapidly changing world.

Keywords: Thai etiquette; globalization; politeness; digital etiquette
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