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Abstract

This academic article introduces a new body of knowledge through the Digital Faith
Transformation Model (DFTM), which explains the transition of religious beliefs and rituals from
physical contexts to digital environments in contemporary society. The model conceptualizes
"faith" as a flexible and adaptive cultural dynamic that evolves through technological mediums
without diminishing its spiritual value. DFTM comprises five key components (1) Virtual Sacred
Space, reflecting the presence of online rituals such as livestreamed ceremonies and religious
content via platforms like YouTube and Facebook (2) Digital Believer Identity, where
individuals construct their faith-based identity in alignment with personal contexts (3)
Customizable Rituals, emphasizing the flexibility to adapt traditional practices to digital forms
such as mobile apps or online merit-making (4) Ethical and Authenticity Challenges, raising
questions about the genuineness and spiritual depth of virtual rituals; and (5) Virtual Religious
Dynamics, capturing the ongoing transformation of religious discourse, knowledge, and practice
in the digital sphere. This model holds conceptual significance as an analytical framework that
broadens the scope of faith-related studies to align with the realities of the digital age, moving
beyond the confines of traditional religious institutions. It also enables interdisciplinary
exploration at the intersection of spirituality, technology, and digital culture. The article
proposes that belief systems should be viewed as cultural spaces that are fluid, adaptable,
and capable of generating new meanings within technological environments. In conclusion,
faith in the digital age is not merely a passive adaptation to technological change but rather
a reconfiguration of belief that empowers digital believers to shape, express, and sustain their
spiritual practices within online spaces in meaningful and transformative ways.

Keywords: digital faith, online rituals, virtual world, digital believer identity
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Abstract

This academic article examines the role of ritual and belief in constructing collective
memory among ethnic and marginal communities, while also analyzing the relationship
between collective memory, ethnic identity, and the formation of social space among
marginalized groups. The study employs qualitative documentary research based on Thai-
language academic articles published in TCI/ThaiJO journals related to memory, ritual, belief,
and ethnicity. The findings reveal that rituals do more than preserve tradition or transmit
inherited beliefs. They function as important mechanisms through which collective memory
is kept alive by repeated performance in everyday life and communal occasions. Such
collective memory serves at least four major functions: affirming roots and continuity,
sustaining and reshaping ethnic identity, producing social space for marginalized communities,
and serving as a symbolic resource for negotiating with the state and dominant society. The
study also finds that rituals in marginal communities are not static; rather, they are selectively
adapted, reinterpreted, and transformed under pressures from state policy, development,
schooling, tourism, and mainstream culture. This article proposes a new analytical insight that
collective memory in marginal communities should be understood as a “memory structure”
embedded in ritual, belief, and cultural space, rather than merely as a static cultural heritage.
It argues that understanding ethnic communities requires attention to ritual as a site where
memory, identity, and power intersect, thereby revealing the dynamic ways in which
marginalized groups sustain themselves and negotiate their place in contemporary Thai
society.

Keywords: collective memory, ritual, belief, ethnicity, marginal communities
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Abstract

This academic article aims to analyze the relationship between religion and women’s
rights as a space of negotiating power within cultural and belief systems in Thai society. It
argues that religion should not be understood merely as a body of teachings or moral
principles, but also as a symbolic structure shaping meanings of gender, women'’s roles, and
the legitimacy of power. This study employs documentary research by reviewing and
synthesizing Thai academic literature published in TCl-indexed journals concerning gender,
women'’s roles, social justice, women’s rights in Buddhism, the status of bhikkhunls, and
women'’s religious experiences in Thai contexts. The findings indicate that gender inequality
in religious spaces does not arise solely from doctrinal teachings, but also from institutional
interpretations, cultural reproduction, and patriarchal structures that subject women to stricter
moral standards than men. At the same time, women are not merely passive subjects of
control; they also use religion and belief as resources for meaning-making, dignity affirmation,
moral capital accumulation, and negotiation of their social position. The article therefore
argues that understanding religion and women’s rights requires moving beyond the binary
framework of “oppression” versus “liberation” toward recognizing complex and fluid
dynamics of power operating simultaneously at the levels of doctrine, institutions, and
women’s lived experiences.

Keywords: religion, women’s rights, gender, power, culture, belief
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Abstract

This academic article examines food culture in religious contexts, focusing on three
major dimensions: (1) food as a system of religious and cultural meaning, (2) food restrictions,
prescriptions, and dietary regulations within faith communities, and (3) the symbolic meanings
of food in rituals, identity formation, and social organization. The study employs qualitative
documentary research by synthesizing Thai scholarly works indexed in the TCl database
alongside key concepts from anthropology, sociology of religion, and cultural studies.

The findings indicate that food in religious contexts should not be understood merely
as sustenance or a material necessity. Rather, it functions as a “cultural language” through
which beliefs, values, notions of purity, boundaries of permission and prohibition, and
collective identities are communicated. In Buddhism, food is closely connected with merit-
making, almsgiving, and symbolic ideas of virtue, blessing, and auspiciousness. In Islam, halal
food is not simply a dietary standard; it also operates as a discursive mechanism shaping piety,
religious legitimacy, and identity communication in multicultural societies. Furthermore,
several studies reveal that ritual food carries profound symbolic meanings, including
prosperity, blessing, remembrance of the dead, advancement, and mediation between the
human and the sacred worlds.

The article proposes a new synthetic framework suggesting that food culture in
religious contexts should be interpreted through three interrelated dimensions: moral order,
social boundary-making, and symbolic communication. This framework helps explain why food
simultaneously functions as an object of consumption, a site of power, and a medium for
constructing collective identity within religious communities.

Keywords: food culture, religion, halal food, food prohibition, cultural symbolism
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