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Abstract

This academic article presents new insights into the influence of Buddhism on the
creation of contemporary Thai literature and visual arts. It aims to explain the dynamic role
of Buddhism as a cultural mechanism that shapes creative production within the modern Thai
context. The study argues that Buddhism transcends its conventional understanding as a
system of belief or ritual. Instead, it has evolved into a deeply embedded cultural framework
that significantly influences the content, form, and symbolism of literary and artistic works.
The proposed model comprises three dimensions: (1) Thematic Dimension - Buddhist
doctrines such as anicca (impermanence), dukkha (suffering), and anatta (non-self) are central
themes that reflect spiritual crises and the human pursuit of liberation in the postmodern era.
(2) Formal Dimension — The influence of Buddhism is evident in compositional techniques,
such as intentional spacing, the use of emptiness, and mixed media approaches, all of which
express the aesthetics of emptiness and impermanence. (3) Symbolic Dimension - Artists and
writers reinterpret traditional Buddhist symbols—such as the lotus, the Dharmachakra, and
the Buddha image—as cultural codes to critique social transformation. This study reveals that
Buddhism has shifted from being a religious identity to becoming a discursive mechanism that
drives art and literature. It transforms creative practices into cultural spaces that challenge
dominant narratives of power, materialism, and consumerism, guided by principles of
mindfulness and compassion. Thus, Buddhism continues to play an active role in sustaining
and reshaping Thai cultural identity in meaningful dialogue with the globalized modern world.

Keywords: Influence, Buddhism, Contemporary Literature, Contemporary Thai Art,
Buddhist Aesthetics
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