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Abstract

This article presents a study on the interpretation of Dhamma in the context of
Thailand’s culturally diverse society. Drawing on a synthesis of related academic works, it
proposes a new body of knowledge in the form of a "Dynamic Interpretation Model of
Dhamma in a Multicultural Context." The model emphasizes that Dhamma is not a fixed or
universally immutable doctrine, but rather a dynamic set of religious concepts that are
continuously interpreted and adapted according to the evolving socio-cultural and historical
contexts of various communities across Thailand.The proposed model comprises three core
dimensions: (1) The Dynamic Nature of Dhamma Interpretation, which reflects the contextual
adaptability of core Buddhist principles such as compassion and wisdom in addressing
contemporary social issues—ranging from interfaith conflict in southern Thailand to moral
disintegration in urban societies; (2) Interpretive Agents, including monks, local intellectuals,
and religious institutions, who serve as cultural mediators translating doctrinal teachings into
lived experiences through a deep understanding of local cultural frameworks; and (3) Cultural-
Contextual Specificity, which highlights regional distinctiveness in interpretation shaped by
ethnic identity, historical experience, and interreligious coexistence—particularly in religiously
plural regions or rapidly globalizing urban centers.In conclusion, this article argues that
interpreting Dhamma in Thai society should be understood as a dynamic and context-sensitive
process, shaped by cultural, social, and spatial elements. Such an approach supports cross-
cultural understanding, religious harmony, and peaceful coexistence in multicultural societies,
while reaffirming the relevance and resilience of Buddhist thought in an ever-changing world.

Keywords: Dhamma, cultural diversity, interpretation
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1. iAnadnveennssssu (Dynamic Nature of Dhamma Interpretation)
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2. fidvasinarguuandnu (Interpretive Agents)
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3. ifBaufiuazIausssu (Cultural-Contextual Specificity)
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