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Abstract

This academic article presents a new body of knowledge on the role of Buddhism in
managing cultural values within the context of urban Thai society amid g¢lobalization. Thai
urban society, characterized by its dynamic nature and rapid changes in economy, technology,
and lifestyles, has led to significant shifts in cultural values. The synthesis from the article
'‘Buddhism and the Transformation of Cultural Values in Thai Urban Society” provides a
conceptual model highlighting Buddhism’s potential as an ethical and cultural mechanism to
guide, evaluate, and integrate evolving social values without losing the foundation of
traditional Thai culture. The proposed knowledge model outlines three key conceptual
frameworks: (1) Buddhism as an Evaluative Framework, where core Buddhist teachings—such
as the Threefold Training (Tri-Sikkha) and the Noble Eightfold Path—serve to assess the
alignment of new values with ethical principles and sustainable well-being; (2) Buddhism as
an Adaptive Filter, where teachings like the Four Bases of Success (lddhipada) offer practical
tools for self-management and mindfulness in the fast-paced and diverse urban context; and
(3) Buddhism as Cultural Integration, which enables the continuity of traditional Thai values—
such as selflessness, moderation, and communal respect—while adapting them to
contemporary urban realities through lived Buddhist practice. This new knowledge holds
significant implications for public policy design, urban education curriculum development, and
moral enrichment initiatives in urban communities. It aims to empower citizens with cultural
resilience and adaptive capacity, rooted in Thai identity and guided by Buddhist ethical
principles.

Keywords: Buddhism, cultural values, Thai urban society, globalization, Buddhist ethics
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