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Abstract

This article offers a critical analysis of the objections raised against Nagarjuna’s doctrine
of sunyata (emptiness), the core concept of the Madhyamaka school of Mahayana Buddhism.
Central to this debate is the claim that if all things—including language and philosophical
reasoning—are empty of svabhava (inherent existence), then the Madhyamaka position itself
becomes self-defeating. By closely examining Nagarjuna’s response in Vigrahavyavartana,
verse 22, this article argues that emptiness is not synonymous with nihilism, but instead
functions as a logical and metaphysical tool to demonstrate the interdependent nature of all
phenomena (pratltyasamutpada). Nagarjuna maintains that while all things lack inherent
existence, they retain functional efficacy through dependent origination. Language, though
empty of intrinsic essence, can still communicate and reveal truth. Thus, the critique based
on reductio ad absurdum—that Madhyamaka undermines itself—is rooted in a
misinterpretation of the meaning of emptiness. Rather than negating reason or reality, sunyata
offers a profound reinterpretation of them within a relational and conditional framework. This
article concludes that Nagarjuna’s philosophy exemplifies one of the most logically rigorous
and ontolosically radical perspectives in the history of thought.
Keywords : Nagarjuna, sunyata, svabhava
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UswyifsefingdanedilnetnAnduRfevinuunmsyu diaueviruzndeninenduindauas
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1995, p. 91) mmasquiﬁa%maLLmﬁmﬁfﬁama%’maﬂuﬁmﬁ% yaulsednniing e saendle
Aelagendeadu duiuddiforlnaefiflaluvesin (asad wadamsusd,2565,uth124)

oglsfiny uAndlfndgiudinsaiednann sameannguiidnduluunie a2
n12% Beweshasidsduiuuiluiiies deldudsddyusznamiaingnin “wnynderiudaniviuas
AruAaneUs T duaan wWuty dndnvesiseinuesimsayliaunsalifigadadald” 4o
namidanvaadetunsiduduuuaamouauinanudaudslunues (reductio ad absurdum)
Faneremdudunfnguenidenisnanmiunaailieonavdesiieglnedeuridiniouty
(Napper, 1989, p. 190)
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ﬁmﬁﬁﬁlﬁaﬂwLﬁuﬁmiwzﬁmﬂﬁm%ﬂmaﬁamﬁ’ﬂm&;ﬂﬁa (Bhattacharya, K., 1978, p. 18) 990158
ArwAni unanuaueiiguenlildnisdudranssneviernuats widunisianuauauey
aunglndluuiunvesanuduiusuazn1sfiande1de (dependent origination) Susduiala
YosuSuRYTseNny
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Juguem é’aﬁunﬂ"i’mqLLazﬂmauﬁagﬂU;’jLaﬁﬁgﬂuLLdmamﬁwsn uimsufasilalauanuinaan
sunanafanisisseg Afudusmuiiduduysal Javgeriuainnisgningmanaznsligauandi lu
Suifle A1 "gues’ UsngAeuinaflutawemesnsmaLIa TIY WANTERMSAEUNLIETY B9
Antunenddlutasnaiuaiandnsts iliuundafiefuguoniifugebuiiugumesmy fusidy
11 IeunnavveansEImsmaun saufeilaSunisaievenludsiitun, u, 1nmd, wazdidu Ald
Tguonidusnfniugiuiiddoiian

FINAENLAZATHIN A1 "Auyy” ‘Lummauaﬂqmmuamvmmﬂmﬂm "aq" (svi) Mg
v’ Ganrandenlesie Aeiiguiouvinannisuentuiwdiniely dnademaniduiosen
uIUAUEN AUy GNVL;JL‘W'&Nquwmmﬂmmqmmu NIMSlEA e lunennsmaund
msufiasiiinun udluvasiferiuiiinnameuiniferiuanaduaiaanne wiludufswsios
Nyiluthausn o Alinseduseiisafuanumnevesgueniegiduiy sildludude IHGYYAGNT
(nsrgusifeanaagnadn) Ganari: “iulddndeuddldieyfilaivils anufituasinadd
ndsiu wagdimadlaiideuvisinsegfiviours fuffinisessegiduanuass” Asflaouts
gusmmnefsnslifieguaznismamely wilusasideriufaunsodunuanuduaisiigaving
aeluauenle Gﬁammﬁﬁﬂgﬂé’wﬁd’luﬁuﬁ%mmmam (Nagao, G. M. 1991,p 209-210)

TuguomdUnd aandt 4 iuwnansyuldnglin

UNAUNEIIN maé’wéﬁaQI@BLﬁ@LLﬂuﬁiim%WamaqLwa wivnnduutiu nadwsagliananse
Anduld meifuioguds Tunngiiveunairin sednstoglanideur udlioglusssumivesg
Fatfu wadnsliansnfaduldinuiy mnegiuldldeglussaumavenny dmuisaunanniy
nadwsadoguaylifoglnedourlumg uidnanidumauansimusfitaudatues i ingnis
ldannsafeguarhifoglunandeatuld Wesnsssuimaslailfifetulnedoud fafu ssau
favanealsisnssogvodululnedourituiu (Komito, D. R. 1987, p.80)

Foruilifunsienginasdemnuisnudululdvesnininuadnsanmgludnuasi
'foglaniilawit’ (inherent existence) Tngldmmualunisudapmering 4 Midsadestunuduiug
sewihaviauazua Tngaguanszadalawed:

mNaaWﬁua&ﬂmmuaLW’ﬂusssmm%awm Alifienusiduiinadnsazdos Windu" e
fufioguéaiausiusn n1Andu (arising) manefsmsfiadmivanguanmg wiwadwsiogudaly
g M3 e vestufaglifinnuming deanuiviumasguldiinisdndiuwunda “aanine”
vosiinmearnairmildansadululdludmseng uednsioglneilow wilioglusssuma
Yo MInanimadnsiAnnailifingrasesfuiiiiome wagliaunsoosuieanuduiuside
wauaznald dnadwivafoguaslifoglnadouilumeg suneadtaudludaues sz ingrie
UsmgmaaﬂmﬁﬂﬁmmmﬁaEJ'LLathﬁaEJW%auﬁqunmLﬁmﬁuvl,@f fodunmsdndendniauaiiugiu
frsssuamanslildifntu fssey viesululneidout deldudsiomuniinlugtoasuvasyun i
syaufiavanglaifininAnty s3sey) vizeduld Taeidou" LWiﬂvﬁssmmﬁuaaawwmsJ"L:u:ummuw
w34 (inherent existence) 414 q Faufind uuazduluamiiouly (dependent origination) @
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mneeithiiddaaunsasssegldlaests feanuinersudliiuin mauesihadadnioy
Tewdlowt" WuwnAnildamnsoosuenmafintusasauduiusidamuaressssuimansldogng
aunauna Ined i uiasssu@ni11aUdn (emptiness) 13 8n15U51A9 A LATS (non-
substantiality) ves533vaviane Fadununfnddyiilddedn “Auen1” TuuSvgniisednzvesvinu
wimsyu lngaguffeinavamnaamesuiunsfadunninddyuesinmeasnafinmiues
lwaureauInsyu (Ndedrjuna) fishogefivarnnanedaanddiiiiuiniauuafansfien
nen1sisseguaznisiianmsuuaAngnldludeliudwean Taani 13 vesausndunina1ain:
iglaflvign gnlallavie Meaedlianmnsoissedldlnglaifidnine daeshianniofisognion
FUld WuRenfuauidenlssduasaUsynsuiennsiintusgneian” (Komito, D. R. 1987, p.81)
Wonaningnlilannsassseglalagliifie uiasyumneauingniisnnisnisdssegiu
woogedaLau nanfe yana a oy Aazdesiiyaraiiogaeldnaautain vieves a” usnisnamn
Teldannsomssegldlasldfaniy lildnsduesnisfisnininisdisiegiduduy wndad
mneauINsissegreagnlugiuzaniiad uldimseddidu o' gnldanunsagarivua
(designated) visefiaouzniinnumneindugnlsmnliiive dregne: dymaea A gnszyindugn A
wneANLIIYARa B agsesgnizyindunaves A Tumenduiu nisissegvaanslugiuzne fses
flamanuduiusiugn nanafe dyarandegnszyinduwe Anneanuiiezdesdiyanad ui
annsnszyldindugnuene edrdlsfinm lunsdd msftanines e sio 'gn’ lallaluiBsvoanisd
YNNI NToN19TaT Wi luudveean1le1ukarn1358y (conceptual dependency)
AuduR s seni1awonazgndududieg19ve9 n157 anafulusded ey (conceptual
interdependence) daingeuiusagineiinramnouasdssegldmaenine ogslafin i
wouazgninslifinnsdisseglaenuies (self-existence w3e svabhava) uidositantoulvdy 9

Wiediundnnisizes AuIalan (SOnyata) anuduiusseninmenasgngninuiIeuiisy

¥
= 1

[ = a . ~ = < ' 1 a 3
AU AU eulesduasslsenis (Paticcasamuppada) & adunielgveansiiaduwviannd Ay

ouloawmdnil wu o3vwn (anlaid) thlugdens (Mavseusy) vievsuasusae (MuuikazAI
mne) Hudu Fmndedeslsmasivniuludnvasifeaturowargn lidelafntulaes s wians
yuldrogreiiiledliifiuinlifddeaiidnsfsseglnedaszagnaanysal (independent existence)
yndsdesiianteuluuaranuduiusiuasdu fmedrwowisnargnindumaiuisnnuiadaly
dnwazfidudedls nanfe lifidde Aileglasdaszannsusaussmeanudn Taifling lifdadnwal
waglufiauunnsndda 9 egdlsfnnu wduewin fefiewiadiugae Lifinefiisazainsadnds
Armasatuiild fansedu wiasgudusuinndessousuinduiemuaivgagaiieatudaisag
witlagsssumanaduaz lianunsauaneenviseIuauinisia

28 “ynaaduguen” mneis Msiivnasswndssands unngnisal Mw wazanuAn—au
Usimnnisiieglaeioutt (svabhava) warlsionasssegldlasdiia usdesdeodemgadedu q
(pratltyasamutpada) maﬂgjLﬁﬁﬁiﬂﬁa{qﬁwmUﬂwsﬁagimagul,%a mnusdunsidamenIuase
gsgaiuTmNgndnyainng wwnAnguemdaldfissnuinavaludsay widunseuniinetd
wansfeanuduiussyniniasnasenednd iuiuguvesuSsgrumenudunsnaneluiiede
ngfusen wazuenauaniruzvesiniefidadely “aang”
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wilsluuszifiuiiddyiianluuivgvesunasguiensinnnyundn "ainne" wiensiiog
Tnenloud! nauilidolunnfnannmednldudeh “mnasmadlidnisdediaodowt Wwudumyaves
datuayuauenesfliinisfoglaoidowd uaznsavdrennudeylaediiuesvesassnas
Fadululalle”” (Napper, 1989, p. 190)

uasgumeudeldudsily “Gasmeriand 7 aond 22 asesuneiininindulasendeme
Hafovosdsimansfonuiada du ddiAntulaserdomniladoseulifinsiloglaoiows us
Famsanansavimiiiile Wy nifefivimihiiussgueanan vieduudninlinueugy Wudetu
fyyrmastmintifudsiiiatulnsedomniiads fuduiulnaananns uannsgldmanie
Fefiedn “Ine” ethdlsiiniu Aewe 9 Wy saan wile wied Seudarusmnainsmssiniy
Tngordavntiads wifdwinthilvessiuey 1w soannldussynity ndh wasiu udeldussqunia i
wazuy Mlddeatuanumun au wazanuieuluiuesfediy Amaresdindy dudusmang
amzmszfatulasodemntads widiasiminild fonistuduaiuaieindaivaneias
Usrmanaanny (Hunmsanuritssssiaiisiu “l3aanne”) fafu dndnmuesiuiii
“W1rAATeIuYIIMIINaIn1Iz Tuisduiisaniiudng wasinszduduaiudne duded
aunsnavdeuioglnedeuivesasandls” 3dligndes (Bhattacharya, K, 1978, p. 18)

arndnlalunidilugniadusdsaudiiusuesasmnda nanfe Awhe 1 iAnduuagsiss
ogflasandongadedstunas iy wiansyuldunAnilunsindreteldudeian dyafidiadailsl
anunsafigatisnrurinadamesasmddld mszdyeiiuldldFesnsmatoglnaidowiiioviviii
UBIY

Tananswasdonnidesiogiinisimnbuundn “anny” viensfeglneidount nauidelumn
amgdsmanui mndwianasldaaniazas Agedinarisuduidedldaannedie wasiledy
duduftadliansafgaiaulfmansvesassnddd wansgunoulu Fasmagashed (A1nnd 22)
1 assdaintuainniserdemniads Sasmanaing uwitsehmiinfvesiuld iwu nifeauns
vssudedilfnnueugu ulfifuaglimnniefinig Tuhusaieatu dyafiAninugilade wild
fannzudl widiansoviwihitindseruindesm aneld fudu deliudaiiidmariinaudlsl
p198udumLing Selsigndes enudnlatiilugtoasuilddin enudiussenindatonans (3
fUtaaenn) Aeralaves “guen” Awtansssegldmmeianivaiadedatuuasiu llsineed
famunailuiates wnAniannsnesuisesaduszuuuaznsaaeuldiie nssnginerdydnval
(symbolic logic) Fafideuazihurldfgattennidesinely wedlfifuinnslifiaraedlavinly
asswAawderyaliaumae smnudnengfasssumivesauduiusuasnsfiaonondedatuuas
i

a Yy Sy v o v a
ﬂ’ﬁ')tﬂi’]$W°UEIIWLLENL‘Jaﬂﬁ’lﬂ’]'ﬂSW'JEIﬂiiﬂ%LLUUNE]ul“U

nildludeanifsanddgnanlulseiimansusygmmsumenu Aetelaudvenguiiely
“a@1nn3g” (intrinsic existence) AOWWIAA AUEAT (sunyata) VBIUIATYU LagnINLGWMARATN:
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o aunfgu 1 (P) Massndwimangluinisfioglneilour — myauasviaraveywdion

4 a IS I ‘&J Yoo U

soslifinsfieglneilouviguiu
o aunfgu 2 (Q) tdmaliinisiieglaeiilourt — dwatuliaunsafigauauaiale
o doazy (R) ety Amediliainnglianansofigauanulidiannnisvesassndsla

Foliudaiifulasaaranssnsuu Chain Reasoning Aodn A 93¢ wéthlug B wawdn B 93¢ thlug C
Fadu A filug C Tgnss

1ummaammsﬂ 2Iie 9 Imammmwimﬁmm wisedudumarawuunsslunsan
(Valid Argument Form) nn3fie rauuRgiuisangniessa deazuias gApIgnAenLluiIY ud
Hopmdndneyil mnuidefiovesanuigiu I@mawwuaumgmmawam (Q) Bsnan “Grmmlud
nsiteglaendlowst Ammiudlimssaigodauesidn 9 177 dfeunundniivilstelfudaiassuy
iaula

ansenmorudTouiisuing 9 wWudimuendt “Indiliflegads luanmsamneslsld” flag
auwgauns naufidelumamesledlud “Amailifainie Allaunsofigaerlsls luwid 4o
THudsilsgasalunsssnuazinazgnios uiasgundueainseenlogtesduds viudan deludedl
froguuniaidlaindn “mslifiaanne = nisldfieglasdude” Fslalldanumneues “guon” lu
aeilseiing dmsuuasyu ﬁuamhﬂé’umaﬁammdmﬂdmwam?:u s naiatule
mﬁammﬂﬁ]% (pratltyasamutpada / dependent orlglnatlon) R 9 Lfshauiitundnetiedasy
uFssRgmIzRamnAaduiusfuady q dFafu nsldiannne Wilduaidsdulingdlunis
91U memamwmwaquummiammuimst’]quwwmqﬁf\]% Aregady vile feusdazlifian
amgludies wiidledifu flv feneilu werdouledu 1 Srufu niefiAntunaranunsaldussqils
i wifagl¥anng uiidledithe fin1sme wasladedu 1 dffRntusssyhmiilliarweuguls e
wismnmny uidesinnw dfwa Tls uazuiunnsdeans Amafannsavivihiidenin
34la
WAyt auudgudeiaes Q) 1y deauuAfiianain inszdmaudiagliaanioe A “wd
Tunsvia” ihunisendewmntady
mnUsuannAgIuvimuwnAavewa syl awladn:

o P asadlianne

o o v 1 [
o Qfmyantsannizguiy
o wi Q llgilug R mse q
) & «.° o Y Ay vy [
o navnaludun Q — mwﬂwmmmmwmﬂﬂmﬂL‘Vi@“ﬂﬂ]%

Tolsudavasvaingldnssnsoulving q 9 “dmndlsaanre Ameilsainre uasd)
AmalsaInTy dunliansaigainnueiels” fwilouavnauna winuaswudliufeguy
ANUlaEAI Wain1e = 13nsvihau wiensyuseudn “lsainie” Tuaunungvesdseding
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mngfansmsteginuauduiusiian ldnshifieglneduds dulu Amedadazliainiog uf
faanunsnihmtindennnuasuasinaangeainiizls nadnegnamila noyuadiAyuoInIslaues

HAsnsvhanudnladi auen ligndes guesililyanuinadawuugaan mnfenisgudui

'
a

yndsdudeules o wazshauldinszanudiudveanguaztad
GELY

Ufgasiseungresunasyudimiuiisssumvesnnuiduridudnsasiiusmainnisiog
TneLilowdt Tnoiauedn guem) Sldnsufimsnisileguesdaring q uidensiarudlad yndsdu
Ainduinnissmendedetuuasiu ldddeannsodsedldessdassvidonsnunandeulydy
9 lianduing asswds videusudnwinasivenaiesilaid a072¢ 1Wuiu

foldudoitin Asfiavdldausalifigadoslsld quieunsdlugenudaudangluuunin
voulseing uduiasaudnduuansiennudilafinfiugiuieitumn 41 wesgulduden wl
fyynazlaifinsfleglneidowd udfaunsavimirildedeauysal wasAatuuseiirnumanean
UunuazReulviiduiusiu

nsldudafeaiumguasnaly guesmdvnd swfnseduneitemssnglu Iasmeasanid
wanslifudnvhuunemsyuldnsienginemsansdieinnsuundaiieamsieglnewdoulunn
szau Tidnvsfuniive graiven wentwiemans Tnswaueiuddwng q 9z 919 wiAdiEuse
ﬁﬁiﬂagﬂul,%wﬁ'lﬁ (functional existence) WA\ dUWUS (relational existence) 1a

vieiign guesn) auuumaresunansyu Saduniesdefinsmdslunsluauaiagen
Lilalnensdadatuanuiduuiuans uilssnmalameanuduiudiarnsussunidadusssund
wiassesasswas dewnil Ssedngdlfiauensdudnmssng mnusaue assnzuwisanuii Mda
fuilvtunsdnlalanednedndauazvaeiuainninig
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