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Abstract

The article titled “The Role of Buddhist Monks in Drug Prevention from a Buddhist
Perspective” aims to study the role of Buddhist monks as spiritual and religious leaders in
addressing the drug problem, which poses a significant threat to Thai society. The article
emphasizes a Buddhist approach focusing on sustainable and comprehensive prevention and
resolution of drug issues. It discusses Buddhist principles such as the Five Precepts and the
Four Noble Truths, which play an essential role in raising awareness and changing the
behavior of individuals at risk of drug use. Additionally, it highlights various activities
conducted by monks, such as teaching Dharma, providing rehabilitation for drug addicts,
offering counseling and encouragement, and collaborating with government agencies and
the community.

The article demonstrates that monks can act as intermediaries in enhancing the
capabilities of individuals and communities through Dharma dissemination and creating
learning processes that lead to positive attitude and behavior changes. Moreover, they play
a role in strengthening communities by organizing drug prevention projects that encourage
community participation in monitoring and supporting those at risk of drug use. The article
also emphasizes the importance of integrating religion with the work of government agencies
and non-governmental organizations to achieve effective and sustainable outcomes.

The findings indicate that the Buddhist-based approach to drug prevention practiced
by monks not only helps reduce drug problems in the community but also promotes mental
development and ethical values among those who have been involved with drugs, as well
as the community at large. This approach aligns with the social and cultural context of
Thailand, where Buddhism is highly respected and revered. The article concludes that monks
play a significant role and can effectively use Buddhist principles as tools for drug prevention
and resolution, promoting both physical and mental development within communities and
society in a sustainable manner.

Keywords: Monks' Role, Drug Prevention, Buddhist Perspective
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