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Abstract

This academic article introduces a new body of knowledge through the Digital Faith
Transformation Model (DFTM), which explains the transition of religious beliefs and rituals from
physical contexts to digital environments in contemporary society. The model conceptualizes
"faith" as a flexible and adaptive cultural dynamic that evolves through technological mediums
without diminishing its spiritual value. DFTM comprises five key components (1) Virtual Sacred
Space, reflecting the presence of online rituals such as livestreamed ceremonies and religious
content via platforms like YouTube and Facebook (2) Digital Believer Identity, where
individuals construct their faith-based identity in alignment with personal contexts (3)
Customizable Rituals, emphasizing the flexibility to adapt traditional practices to digital forms
such as mobile apps or online merit-making (4) Ethical and Authenticity Challenges, raising
questions about the genuineness and spiritual depth of virtual rituals; and (5) Virtual Religious
Dynamics, capturing the ongoing transformation of religious discourse, knowledge, and practice
in the digital sphere. This model holds conceptual significance as an analytical framework that
broadens the scope of faith-related studies to align with the realities of the digital age, moving
beyond the confines of traditional religious institutions. It also enables interdisciplinary
exploration at the intersection of spirituality, technology, and digital culture. The article
proposes that belief systems should be viewed as cultural spaces that are fluid, adaptable,
and capable of generating new meanings within technological environments. In conclusion,
faith in the digital age is not merely a passive adaptation to technological change but rather
a reconfiguration of belief that empowers digital believers to shape, express, and sustain their
spiritual practices within online spaces in meaningful and transformative ways.

Keywords: digital faith, online rituals, virtual world, digital believer identity
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