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2560 11 “§3539NY ey BIRTUAN" (controlling constitution) Nﬁﬂﬂf:;’]‘afgﬁ‘j‘jﬁ\liéiyL%ﬂﬂ‘iz“m%ﬂf@ﬁ
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Abstract
This article critically examines constitutional engineering in the 2017 Constitution of
Thailand, focusing on article-level mechanisms that constrain popular sovereignty. Employing a

qualitative documentary analysis grounded in constitutionalism, representative democracy, and
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comparative constitutional engineering, the study finds that the 2017 Constitution systematically
limits citizens’ political power through structural, procedural, and rights-based mechanisms.

The findings indicate that the appointed Senate, restrictive amendment procedures, and
the transformation of rights into state obligations collectively weaken democratic participation. The
Constitution reflects a “controlling constitutional design” rather than a democratic one. The study
recommends institutional reforms to restore democratic legitimacy and popular sovereignty.
Keywords: Constitutional Engineering, People's Sovereignty / Popular Sovereignty, Constitution of

the Kingdom of Thailand, B.E. 2560 (2017), Representative Democracy
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59p9aNyUITITENaNdnTne WisAngy 2560 lumflsuigasanyailasuaas
aulaatnsnanarstuienadnnis Miluuazasazma TnsemnTusafufidegnsiunis

o/

a0nuunlAT9891981141957 (constitutional design) WATLNUMABIADIT NN D9 120
ARANT DIANTARTE UAZARF o5 uindrinisdmanmilafivaniunisesnuuuid
anwody “drfindazentllpe” vie “Uszrndulnauuuiinisiiduaauan” (controlled democracy)
(Dressel & Khemani, 2019; McCargo, 2020) 14f nalngisnafilatang luszdulaseasnoifies
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2561; iLaw, 2563) UASINL “BBINNNIALEINTG AAFY NAIAD N1TIANITAATIZABIAN I
52U “nalna18HIm37” (micro-level constitutional mechanisms) fiidaslesumeuiadetsnm
‘fiﬂfm‘j‘m%/gﬁ‘i‘jm&ﬁy (constitutional engineering) uazesylnevnsUszanay (popular sovereignty)
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Tugangug wiaa “Aranssunsgosayay” ouisnIsnenuULsgsTaNgf e
NNTAMMUANANIBIUINTTIN Lm'Lﬁuﬂ‘a:‘uquﬂ'ﬁL%aﬂ@ﬂwé‘ﬁﬂ:ﬁ@ummﬁ’uﬁué@qﬁﬂm%m
nquans o udsan Tnsaansnlnduaiasiialinns “sanuuunadnsnnaiias” Tnassmmn
(pre—commitment mechanisms) (Elster, 1995) youzfiunaAnsuensUlnerns v uan
ﬁﬁ:?jwum‘sLﬁuwywm@j’qm@zgqqm"fu‘szuguﬂ‘j:mﬁﬂfmﬂ (Dahl, 1989) A531ASIEN
ANFLE TN FBILIART SR AN d ATy atnsBananiainaaienlannsgaTasgey W
2560 arfuaEasiageressrrneuluaziuln
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H1:1591” (article-level analytical framework) ﬁ'u'ﬁm’m'}‘jumﬁmﬁmﬂﬁ‘m%’gﬁﬁmgm 21419
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TuusumneinfinonsudivssunuassanaaasiuannTgIuaInasINgss

uwmwﬁﬁf‘fmqﬂizmﬁﬁﬂ (1) iemagnznBslasaansuazBaiiont (structural and
textual analysis) mwwﬁ’iyij@ﬁmmmfiu%’ﬁﬁiﬁuk@LLﬁﬁfmmmﬂé’ﬂ'ﬁvm W.gl. 2560 neile
ATBUUHIAATAINTINT §5ITNY Y (constitutional engineering) WAES §FITHU YR 8 u
(constitutionalism) (2) L‘ﬁ' BANEINA MEINOITHUATIEINTTUINAIS (institutional and procedural
mechanisms) fignaanuuuauluigassuya 2560 uarlaniunanszuansnalnfiinaianesLAL
29981119851 [meaasilazanmu (popular sovereignty) (3) eAAsIzBanINg (critical analysis)
Semnmdniusszmnslasesaigasanyadunisannaunisiiaausaamisniadias (politic
participation) LL@:m‘iLLﬂd“ﬁ/uWNﬂ’I‘jLﬁm (political contestation) AunTauLKIAnUszensU e uuy
Faunu (4) Wi DBE UL A NYTYB “AonudefiaueesgEsInyey” (constitutional rigidity) T
39835418y 2560 uaztlsnfunananainuasszuatlszsndiilag (democratic dynamics) TiEum

Uszwelng (5) W ad9AT1en 8 AuNUIBIngEiuasiBetazdny (theoretical and empirical
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synthesis) dmsun1anmmraianeiBeuleuiatunisugquazuusgsssay inaennansdy
wann1sUaznBulnguaziingguana
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N19ANEIT A 98E UNFINIDINTDUULIAANAN 4 Uaznns Taun (1) AAINTINS T599HYTY
(constitutional engineering) (2) 335938} ay e (constitutionalism) (3) UszanBulmauuudaunmy
(representative democracy) Wy (4) mﬂmﬁﬂﬁmﬂméﬁﬁ‘i‘mgfy (constitutional rigidity) Tnsunay
waRefunumlunisesutenalnuaznanssnua093gasTYey 2560 Aasneasllngung
Uszanan ATl

1. 3?[’3715584%:@5553413%]4 (Constitutional Engineering)

LLWJﬁ&ﬁﬂ%ﬂiﬁﬂ%ﬂﬁiiﬂ‘%@@ﬁﬂ’mfi’] %/gﬁi‘m%ﬁyﬁ%Lﬁﬂﬁﬂ‘jﬂ‘l_lﬂg‘lﬁa\l’m‘ﬁlL‘ljuﬂﬂ’]\‘l
mnuain “LndasileBeaanii’ Agnesnuuuii afmuangAnssunienisifiasensyuand
(political actors) Tuszuu Tae Giovanni Sartori (1997) Lszﬂfnlﬁ N199ANULULNANIYINNITLEDY L?J;u
srunLdends Iassasneant waznalnnnslanndssnne SnalnensenegUiuurasszuungsn
Maflas IefesnMIneETUNe uavsEALIINTURTNennsIdad

TudAmae Amnamsgossyamianduuniadiu 3 78 Taun

1. MFpoNUULBIlATIAT19 (structural design) 1% TLULRENEAN

2. NM9DNLULINNTEUIWNT (procedural design) L"hl’u ’iwmﬁ@ﬂﬁg\i

3. MTBBNILLLEISMA (power allocation design) L1 S1u19B9ANTAFTY
Tunisfnunil unAndsnanagmitunltniiedingision S3seauyay 2560 Tasanuuy “afin”
aswlaiinAuguKadnENIInIadas wasnalnmaniuiidnuoeiin “nnsdanisssssilng”
(managed democracy) %%@TJ:I
2. §5539uysyHeN (Constitutionalism)

syaeayfonduunafnfiuginiiume nslisiuesgnasegnslnngnane uas
pavfinnsddasmnaiiatasiunislrsnalasfyay Tag Mcliwain (1947) aBue9n sialauas
3g83NYeYHeNAD “limited government” Uaz “rule of law”

TuRfisanasle Ginsburg uay Hug (2018) 391 S35auyyiendladufeeniafsgosansyey un
@Tﬂd:ﬁ “constitutional democracy” %ﬂﬂ‘i:ﬂ'ﬂu;@ﬂ
ﬂ’]‘j@ym'ﬁmﬁw‘ﬁl,l,mm%mw

ﬂﬂfﬂm‘m@ﬂﬂ‘ut‘lflﬁ(ﬂ@

AHSURRTE LB IBe
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m‘jﬁﬂmﬁ%umﬁm‘?gﬁﬁuhgiyﬁﬂ34Lﬁu “ Lﬂmeﬁmmﬁgqu@mﬁﬁmgm” (normative benchmark)
dedazifiuan unliryafAlusgasanyn 2560 sannaavininuaiudnnisdnineiuasguas
m‘séjummﬁw%ﬂamwmﬁm‘fm
3. Uszrsulneuuudaun (Representative Democracy)

wiaRnUszansUlnsnunduwnesnn nslrsmnensulneansazauAndunm
nsTUANNSABnaIuazaaNTnanIsies Tae Robert Dahl (1989) tanpuWaAn “Polyarchy” @
AvunesAdsznaudifyessznsulnels 2 Ysznis Taun

1. nM3Ra9uIan (political participation)
2. N5UL99% (political contestation)

18N917# Dahl §5%91 szuuniadesiiiuuszmidlpeneadalanialnlszaauansn

Aanyin

AMNEATOIS IR

2N H9reyATNIETT
Tunnsfinunil uwAnees Danl grsinsnlriasiznan nalntusgasasyny 2560 ananaTziuYa
participation W&z contestation a9 Ineanaz sz

sruLdends

malAnnBaunansguusa

UMUmMEssan A BiEneInnIaRend
4. ANLBIGI2BI5gE55HEY (Constitutional Rigidity)

uwnAnAHulsfaressgasTyasinetesziunneniteunsun la3gsaansey
Tae Lutz (1994) 1anean 33oaaynfifdenlinisunfuganldazinfuganay “institutional lock-
in” Govinbnlassaaesmnaiungnedshuazanpanisaeuuag
TugauAsuiiey Sgaaanyayannanuns o

Flexible constitution — wn (2478 (L°zlm ANTITDIWIINS)

Rigid constitution —> W {en (i ansgaLHEnT)
atnslafipnn minaanudsdagafinfl anerinlg

democratic stagnation

reduced adaptability
Tunnsfinunil wnAndsnangniniednaisinne 256 1asigasanyey 2560 afidnuneiu

“rigidity Benaln” fisanannnsiningmnesasszanmmlunisimuanfinigegaansignialx
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5. WWIAR “d1u1aadulnuaasiserran” (Popular Sovereignty)
LL‘WJﬁmfhﬁmmuﬂmwmmiﬁﬂw’rﬁTﬂﬂﬁ‘ﬂﬂﬁ’m@’m Jean-Jacques Rousseau ‘ﬁlmuﬂ
21 ?j’mwzgazgmm%’g@?mLﬁuﬂmﬁ‘s:mw (general will) LAZABIAY DUNINNTZLINNNTN
EET RS BRIMECR
Tuuumsanaste uAndgnitannndesleed
electoral legitimacy
democratic accountability
nnsANENT lruNaAR popular sovereignty 1113 “FaulsnnaBangeg” Walsnduan nalntu

5399uyn 2560 [nannausadnfinsiueresszrmiusziuln

ad o =
A niunseinun

unAHTIun1s39e13eannIn (qualitative research) TaaluAinnsAasnzmianans
(documentary analysis) 3INUN13FAANTEING LS (theoretical interpretation) 1N BANYIAN B
LAZUNUINIDINA ININENIATN IS THITHYUNIINIDIUITNS Y WNnBANT1Y 2560 Aiflnane
nnssingiunaresl sz lngyanun1simsnziilenieesuntygfsgssanynyiugs
TassasnuazBamniiaaugiu (Bowen, 2009)

WARIYBY a7 7 Iun1sAne uusaandy 2 Yszian laun (1) 2eyalgugd (primary

=] o/ o/ o/ ! o/ dl dl v o/
sources) A UNU T AYDITTIITHYYUIIIIBRIUNEGNT (18 W.A. 2560 VNRNIATIAYI2D9iY
Taseas981195g AnBuazlaEnImeeIlsTENT LAZNITUIUNTTNNNNGIEDEY LAY (2) 2844

a

NAYNA (secondary sources) (AN 9MWATE UNAMNALBING wazmiladeraluLazaeUsnaf

9 U
1 v

fgara9iuunaRAd AN TIN5 §8998YY 8119850 Inepeslssy1am uasigasTnynylania
WasuLisy (Elster, 1995; Sartori, 1997; Hirschl, 2004)

Gfuﬂﬂ’iﬁm’ﬁ’?:ﬁﬂym;l]@ ;ﬁé’ﬂsﬁ%ﬁﬁm‘sﬁmelzﬁLﬁyﬂmL%mmmw (qualitative content
analysis) TnesasanasanaenIaBAgnznt (unit of analysis) 1in “snemnAgn” VBITFETINYTY 91N
FuinnnsdasnagnainednEEing Taun (1) nalnidelaseasn (structural mechanisms)
(2) nalnNEINT2UINNIT (procedural mechanisms) WAE (3) NAINIEITNE (rights-related
mechanisms) 18 M ATNITBBLIEUNUINLBIUAATHNIAT U1 IMUANE ST AB N9 DD
Uszgnmulaasnauiiuszuy (Krippendorff, 2018)

Wanand ﬂ’]‘jﬁﬂﬁ’m%ﬂyjﬂ?ﬁyﬂiﬂuLL%QﬁﬂL%GV]ﬂEﬁ (theoretical framework) 1ngnlu
11331AT1ZH Tnaysnnnisunafnddsy 3 Usznns Taun (1) WHIARTAINTINTTEITHYLY

3 d o o/ < o
(constitutional engineering) FIDFUNYNITEDNULLNFNININNITHDIADAITAUANNANELZIB WS
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(Elster, 1995) (2) uMaAnsuaafUlnsaastszansy (popular sovereignty) %dLﬁuUWUWWﬂm
UgzauTugIusunasi nnea9s1uneg (Dahl, 1989) uat (3) uuaAnsgaaanyadanidy
WAsuLien (comporative constitutionalism) &sTatunnsEeuieudnuansigassaya e
N1M3316ANA (Ginsburg & Hug, 2018)
dAeiinanaduszuuuazaamdedorasnisinsnsy gadelaimun “p1919
AATINTINIATT” (article-level analytical table) imrasiialuniadansziaoya Tnarimn
Faudanan Taun MneiaanInen dnunizenenaln nannismimgeiiiierns nansenune
Smnaradarenm wazasAunanszny Gersiaansnifeuifieuuaze S unenandnius e

nalnmns o Tasgnsiaiauuazmsaaaatila (Miles, Huberman, & Saldafia, 2014)

v v 2
o/

vieil iNalnnnsAnuniaanuundedie (trustworthiness) y3dalrAin1snsaeaaunaya
LULFHIEN (triangulation) TaatFeuifieurayaannuninalfisgsssnymiuassmnsssdsnis
¥ a v a ' 3 ¥ a . . lﬂl
LazIpaNLHeNeeIinAgNNITMATLUNAY 39N LEN13FANIBIWANE (andlytical reasoning) Lite
' Pl o vy v o o
VANLAENDARIUNTALATIEN ez Inaaaql A naanAasIfuNspUNguuaznangIugs

152409 (Creswell & Poth, 2018)

HANTSIATIEN

NANTTANEANLAN S55990RUNITTEINTNT e Wnsdnane 2560 & laTuies
AgMNEEIEATi fmuAlATIETmNInIaIlles MnuARsnauEnEIILIDY “ArnsTigETINYY
\BymauAH” (controlled constitutional engineering) naafe miﬂ@mmumfﬂm@ﬂgwmsﬂLﬁﬂ
ArnnauazdtAraungnIsalszrsust iduszun Taasunsasiuunnalndanana
aaniiiu 3 sxdundn Taun sedulageaans sdunazaunig uarasduans deunarazdud
unumidaslasiulinnsdndnsmnarasassmmionnasuaznsans (Elster, 1995; Ginsburg
& Hug, 2018)

1. nalnseaulasessns: MMIIINEINIATFINHBLIIRI NI TE AT

Tusziulnsemsns sa99uygay w.a. 2560 Insanuuusatiumwnisiflesifdnyos
“Tngaloauyszemu” (non-majoritarian institutions) T f unumardeyTunszuaunisnis
mafles Tneiannzagnsounumuasy@animaming 269-272 Fardamue aniBnyfans
AN uaziismnasanTunnadenuendgaed e Aemnm

Tugangug nalndsnanaaznaunisanveumdnsmnansulneganslszeanm (popular

. dI Vv « 1 dT T v - 3 » Vv A ° Vv ° 1
sovereignty) asarnidalanialy “nguiilulasnernnisdenss” wisndunumdmuagiiaie

1A FednugsiunannisuszensulneiBadiauny (representative democracy) AMHUNIAAZD
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Dahl (1989) anssiRgnfiuseaannansfuusaRnYas Hirschl (2004) fiasunafenisanslansiune
anszrnmlUssanTuiian s Bamaiiaaanniiin (uristocracy)

waneng ?NV’;ﬂ‘j@ﬂ‘mm:ﬂﬁﬂgﬁﬁi‘m}émgﬁgﬂﬂﬂﬂLLUUTVTSTIﬁ’]%’]@@@?ﬁﬂ’]‘i@]‘jqﬁvﬂﬂu
uazaruanrieniafies Tneflasasenisasamniladalssiulssrmilagnss amabiin
“@m"qmmmmﬁmmu” (distorted checks and balances) @95 U TuNaANEUENWIYBIH1EIT 17
a1nNSEBNGI (McCargo, 2020)

2. NAINSEAUNTEUINAS: msﬁfmum’f‘;@ufwLﬁ'amu@uﬂ'm,ﬂ'?iﬂmmm

TuszAunszuannig S35990y .6 2560 Tarmnn @ aulafin i nnenseuIunIg

LLﬂKfﬂ‘%/ﬁﬁ‘i‘ﬁNHiy Tngannzanasn 256 GerimuainassinsuaniuseuananiZngMand

9
1

uazfidenladssnemnnlmansszdu

naln@anamaannsnesuns iR uuwaRn “constitutional rigidity” Besvanefeaanugnn
Tunnsunfusgesansyay (Sartori, 1997) wnluunenadinnauivinenssgasasynaziiaclonily
nstasiunalssinelnefvay wnlnudunresigessayay w.a. 2560 nalniinduvinmindii
“\Aaasfialiin9659819” (power entrenchment) #psnguifdrunaiin Tagdidnnauanian
ypstlszmnmnluniailAsnulasnfnmisnisidas

upnanil nazuannIalELIEENEITIEANNNIRET 77 BeriiauaTndnissulsaay
AnTinD9LlszEEY Lsz@mﬁﬂuLﬁum%ﬁLﬂ%mqiﬁﬁfgu%w Lwisfummﬁﬁ@mzﬁ’umﬁmzﬂﬂﬁu@q
ﬂ{]‘ﬁN’]ﬂﬂ%]’NLLVT’V%G yinlnnnsflaonsansenataduiies “@edeydneni” (symbolic participation)
snnanafisnainanlansaumais (Amstein, 1969)

3. nalnszaudng: mesusasivimetadeulanisa AN

Tuazduang unn5gaaanyny w.a. 2560 ziin1a3uTasansuaziainmeadlazanem
T2981912192979 wandunufiniafamuaid aulauazraddnsanniniidalonialniy
AHNTOUNTNUTIANE R

fagnsiru nalrnasi udneo “nrelanguane” wia “aufingnunenioydi @
Usinghmanesnasnf s duans uazlainIn axanAnunzaed “ conditional rights” Na19A®
ansaigninuning wey fungnuisdiiuses Geanainllgnissndnans nlunieu o
(Ginsburg & Hug, 2018)

Tudangug wialundsnandnuesiunan constitutionalism TissnnATaIAVBYEILIsTHI

v

a1nnstegnesg Insmniztufifiuss “substantive democracy” fituuAniNINeBIANBUATNNS

b

LINENEIRIIBY LGS (Dahl, 1989)
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AT INAATIZRIIYNTIASGT

. FEAIU
N9 naln ANBULBNGET) | NARDEINITUTEITH
NANTINU
_ . Non-majoritarian | 8RS8 IHNNrNMUA
269-272 PR IIERER v, N
institution WHT
. Constitutional FINANTURLULU A9
256 Lm%fﬂ‘igﬁﬁwmmﬂ a0
U . e U
rigidity Tmeitszanen
N175UNIAY Symbolic 2
77 o HARIUIMZIITA Uunag
ALY participation
And ae | Heuly “aw o
Conditional rights | Lma9anaans N
NI9197) nYVHIY”
. nnassIn nnles ANBWNTAIUN
NANTBNTE Elite control 9
gz Uavaau

TneaqU nalnsnennsnTusgsssny wa. 2560 AlarnseegoaslaniAsn winum
denlgeinin “Tassasnademnnnenssueeds1ua” (architecture of power) AianuAfidnfin
funqra9lszrrnesatingsuy Mo lussiulAT9a919 NTTUINnNg uasAns SeaTnaudnun

o/ dl dl « 2 v a ” ' ! a o
1895989 Tny i gnesnuuuiie “fidumruandssanfulng” sinnaaassugiuianes

User1nu

afUsenNs

HANTSANEE LAY 35990y uAsTTeIMdngng wnsdney 2560 Fanun:
Sih “%/ﬁﬁ‘j‘s‘ﬁ\liéfyL%\‘ffiﬂfm‘i‘imﬁlﬂﬂ’]‘mfmﬂﬂ” (controlled constitutional engineering) Faumnang
91NNaUARSsITHyyANuuLIasszEnBU lne (liberal constitutionalism) ﬁa{wm%ﬁﬁmwm
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